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A ferisus addrefs to profefing Chrif- | 


tians, on the duty and vaft im- 


! 
| 
| 


| 


portance of ading with fleady | 


and perfevering vigilance, wifdom | 


and fortitude in the Jpiritual 


warfare. 


In rCorinthians xvi. 13. thefe 
general orders are recorded, viz. 
““ Watch ye, fland faft in the 
“faith, quit you like men, be 
“ ftrong.”’ 


HESE words of the apoftle 
Paul, found like the orders 

of a military officer to the fol- 
diers under his command, exhort- 
ing and charging them to be con- 
tinually. on their guard—to attend 
to their duty with care and dili- 
gence—to ftand their ground and 
maintain their poft, with undaunt- 
ed courage, and in every encoun- 
ter to act the part of men of 
found judgment and unconquera- 
ble fortitude: and probabiy the 
apoltle alluded to this. For ali 
profefling Chriftians are vifibly 
enhiled as foldiers under Chrift, 
the captain of falvation, to fight, 
under him, againft the world, the 
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flefh, and the devil; and to all 
who go through the warfare fuc- 
cefsfully and come off victorious, 
a glorious crown is promifed.— 
And Paul,as a principal officer un- 
der the Chief Captain or General, 


| publifhed his general orders to the 


inferior officers and foldiery, ‘To 
watch—to ftand faft in the faith 
—to quit themfelves like men— 
to be itrong. 

To watch is to keep awake— 
to be continually upon our guard 
—to keep a good look out. An 
injunGtion to watch impiies, that 
there are enemics or cvils, of 
which it concerns us to beware, 
and againit which we ought to be 
on our guard ; or important du- 
ties to be performed, for the pro- 
per difcharge of which, it is ne- 
ceflary to be in a wakeful, watch- 
ful temper and frame. Of this im- 
portant duty of watching, fome 
iuftration may be exhibited un- 
der the following particulars. 

1. As foldiers in a garrifon, or 
in the field, are to watch, in order 
to difcover gad obferve the mo- 
tions and defigns of the enemy, 
and to guard againft being furpri- 
fed or any way injured by them ; 
fo Chriftians fhould watch con- 
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tinually to obferve and guard a- 
gainft their /piritual enemies—the 
enemies of their fouls, and of the 
caufe and intereft in which they 
are engaged. With unremitting 
diligence fhould they obferve the 
motions of fin, aud watch againtt 
that fecret, fubtil and deadly en- 
emy, and againft all temptations 
to it, and carefully guard all the 
avenues, by which it might gain 
accefs, or obtain any advantage 
over them. ‘‘ Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion.” 


that great adverfary the devil, are 
alfo to be watched and guarded 
againft, with the utmoft vigilance. 
This is evident from numerous 


pailages of fcripture, and, among | 


others, from Paul’s addrefs to the 
Ephefians ia thefe words, ‘ Fi- 
naily, my brethren, be ftrong in 
the Lord, and in the power of 
hismight. Put on the whole ar- 
mowr of God, that ye may be 
able to ftand againft the qiles of 
the devil. 
againft flefh aud blood, but agai.ift 
principalitics, againit powers, a- 
gainft the rulers of the darknefs 
of this world, againft {piritual 
wicked. efs in high places.” 
Chriftians are alfo to watch 
againft the defigas and practices of 
thoieamong men, who are unfriend- 
ly and inimical to Chrift and his 
caufe, in whatever fhape they ap- 
p-ar—whether, of avowed oppo- 


fers, attempting their fubveriion | 


by holding forth terrors on the 
one hand, or flattering allure- 
ments on the other ; or, of friends, 
fecretly udermming the truth, 
aid laboring to draw them of 
from the true to a falfe or per- 
verted gofpel. The open enemies 
and avowed oppofers of the gof- 
pel are to be guarded againtt. 
“© Beware of men,” faid Chrift to 
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his difciples ; ‘ for they will de. 
liver you up to the councils,” &c, 
Nor is it of lefs importaice to 
watch and guard againft falfe 
teachers and feducers, and all who, 
under a fhow of religion and of a 
regard to truth, aud to our beft 
good, attempt to explain away 
the plain and cbvious meaning of 
fome of the mott important decla- 
rations of the word of God—to 
eftablifh principles plainly repug- 
nant to them, and to perfuade us 
to look for falvation oun principles 


different from thofe, on which the 
The wiles and fubtil devices of | 


{ 
} 
| 
i 
| 
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For we wreftle not ! 


{criptures teach us to feek it, or 
warrant us to look for it. Chrift 
faid, “ Beware of falfe prophets, 
which come to you in fheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.’’—= Take heed 
that no man deceive you: for ma- 
ny thall come in my name, faying, 
I am Chrift ; and fhall deceive 
many.”? Pzul informed the Co- 
loffians, that all the treafures of 
wifdom and knowledge are hid in 
Chrift, “ff any man fhould beguile 
them with enticing words 3 and {aid 
tothem, * Beware left any man 
{fpoil you through philofophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of 


| men, after the rudiments of the 


world, and not after Chrift.”— 
The fame apoftle expreffed his 
furprife, that the Galatians were 


| fo foon removed from him that 


called them into the grace of 


| Chrift unto another gofpel :— 
|“ which,” faid he, * is not ano- 








ther; but there be fome that 
trouble you, and would pervert 
the gofpal of Chrift.””. And how 
folemnly did he warn them to 
guard againft and reject every 
falfe or perverted gofpel, in his 
immediately following words ? 
“‘ But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other 
gofpel unto you, than that which 
we have preached unto you, let 
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him be accurfed. As we faid be- 
fore, fo fay I now again, If any 
one preach any other gofpel unto 
you than that ye have received, 
jet him be accurfed.” 

The apoftle John likewife cau- 
tioned and warned his Chriftian 
brethren, to watch and guard a- 
gainft falfe teachers, and their 
corrupt doétrines. ‘ Beloved, 
believe not every fpirit, but try 
the fpirits whether they are of 
God ; becaufe many falfe pro- 
phets aregone out into the world.” 
In fhort, the accounts given us 
by the infpired writers of the 
New Teftament, of falfe apoftles, 
deceitful workers, transforming 
themfelves into the apoftles of 
Chrit—of ‘minifters of Satan 
transformed as the minifters of 
righteoufnefs—of unruly and vain 
talkers and deceivers, who fub- 
vert whole houfes, teaching things 
which they ought not, for filthy 
lucre’s fake—of men having a 
form of godlinefs, but denying 
the power thereof, who creep into 
houfes, and lead captive filly wo- 
mea, laden with fins—that fome 
fhould apoftatize from the faith, 
giving heed to feducing fpirits, 
and doGtrines of devils, {peaking 
lies in hypocrify, &c.—that, as 
there were falfe prophets among 
the vifible people of God, under 
the former difpenfations ; fo there 
fhould be falfe teachers amoag 
profeffing Chriitians, who privily 
fhould bring in damnable herefies, 
even denying the Lord that bo’t 
them, and that many fhould fol- 
low their pernicious ways, by rea- 
fon of whom the way of truth 
fhould be evil fpoken of ; and 
that through covetoufaefs with 
feigned words they fhould make 
merchandife of their hearers— 
that the time fhould come, when 
they would not endure found doc- 
trine, but after their own lutts, 








fhould heap to themfelves teach- 
ers, having itching ears, and fhould 
turn away their ears from the 
truth, and be turned unto fables 
—and that evil men and feducers 
fhould wax worfe and worfe, de- 
ceiving and being deceived —'d-/2 
and fuch-like accounts and pre- 
dictions, together with the rules 
and directions given, to affiit us 
in diftinguifhing the true from the 
falfe, and the exhortations to 
{tand faft in the faith, and to con- 
tend earneltly for the faith once 
delivered to the faints, clearly /haw 
that falfe teachers and feducers, 
with their corrupt doctrines and 
pernicious ways, conftitute a form- 
idable corps among the enemies 
of our fouls, and of the caufe of 


‘Chrift, and loudly admonifh us 


to watch their motions and de- 
figns, and guard againft them 
with the utmolt care andatteation. 

2. Chrittiaas, like foldiers, are 
to watch, in order to difcover and 
improve every opportunity for an- 
noying their encmies, attacking 
them fuccefsfully, and obtaining 
advantages overthem. ‘Though 
one object of their vigilance 
is to guard againit being furpri- 
fed or any way injured by their 
enemies ; yet they are not to 
condu& like foldiers, who act 
merely on the defenfive ; but like 
thofe, who readily difcover aad 
improve all opportuaities to ad- 
vance upon, attack and fubdue 
them. ‘They are to mortify the 
deeds of the body througi the 
fpirit—to mortify their members 
which are upon earth, all the 
members of the body of fia—yea, 
to crucify the flefh with the af- 
fections aad lutts. 

3. Asfoldiers are to watch, to 
keep their owa mea orderly aad 
within the hmits prefcribed them, 


and to guard again{t any mifchief 


which might arife from the timi. 
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dity, nesligence, mifcondu&, or 
treachery of any among them- 
felves : fo Chriftians fhould watch 
over one another for fimilar pur- 
pofes. 

This is evident from the general 
tule to direét their proceedings 
towards an offending brother, re- 
corded in the 18th of Matthew. 
The fame is evident from nume- 
rous exhortations and dire¢ctions 


addrefled by the apoftles to their 


fellow Chriftians, and thefe in par- 
“ ger irny if a man | 


ticular, viz. 
be overtaken in a fault, ye who 
are f{piritual reitore fuch an one 
in the fpirit of meeknefs.””— 
*¢ Now we exhort you, brethren, 
warn them that are unruly, com- 
fort the feeble-minded, fupport | 
the weak.”—* Exhort one ano- | 
ther daily, whilft it is called to- | 
day ; left any of you be hardened | 
th rough the deceitfulnefs of fin.’’ 
« Let us confider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good 
works,’?—66 Looking diligently, 
left Mai man fail of the grace oi 

rod 5 left any root of bitternefs 
{pringing up, trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled ; left 
there be any fornicator, or pro- 
fane perfon, as Efau.”’ 
ren, if any of you do err from 
the truth, and one convert him ; 
let him know, that he who con- 
verteth the finner from the error 


of his way, fhall fave a foul from | 


death, and fhall hide a multitude 
of fins.”? 

Let it be added, as a matter of 

eculiar importance, 

4. We thould watch our own 
hearts and ways, to guard againtt 
and avoid the negleds o f duty, and 
the falfe fteps, to which we are all 
liable, and to be at all times in 
the diligent and faithful practice 
of all prefent duty ; and fo, con- 

tinually prepared and ready for 
the coming of ovr Lord. 





—* Breth- | 


The next injunction is, * ftand 
faft in the faith.” Standing fait 
in the faith implies a perfevering, 
{tedfaft or firm belief of the great 
doétrines of the gofpel, taught by 
Chrift and his infpired apoftles, 
in oppofition to wavering in our 
minds about them, or being un- 
fteady and uneftablifhed in the 
belief of them. It implies re- 
ceiving, retaining and holding 
; them in their original genuine 
| meaning, in oppofition to falfe 
| con{tructions, perverlions, or cor- 
| ruptions of the gofpel or word of 
God. 

Men may be tenacious of the 
{criptures, and place great confi- 
‘dence in them as they underflanc! 

them, and yet difbelieve and reject 

the truth which they contain. 

| This was the cafe with the Jews, 
when Chrift was on carth. For 
he faid to them, ** There is one 
that accufeth you, even Mofes, 
in whom ye trult. For had yc 
| believed Mofes, ye would have be- 
“lieved. me: for he wrote of me. 
| But if ye believe not his writings, 
how fhall ye believe my words ? “ 
So likewife, many profeffed be- 
| lievers and preachers of the got- 
pel may underftand and explain it, 
| fo differently from and fo contra- 
ry to its true import, as to fet afide 
the real truth, and fubftitute error 
| and falfhood in its ftead. This 
was the cafe with thofe fable 
teachers among the Galatians, 
who would pervert the gofpel of 
| Chrift. ‘This alfo may have been, 
and doubtlefs hath been, the cafe 
with numerous other claffes of 
profeffed believers and preachers 
of the gofpel. Such, however 
tedfalt and perievering they are 
in the behef of what the y call the 
gofpel, do not fland fait in the 
faith, but depart from it. 

Standing faft in the faith im- 
plies, not cnly a edfatt perfever- 
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ing belief of the great truths of 
the gofpel ; but alfo, an unfhaken 
perfevering profeffion of them, e- 
ven though it fhould be attended 
with reproaches, perfecutions and 
fufferings. 

Chrilt, having forewarned his 
difciples, that they would be pur- 
fued with hatred and fufferings 
for his fake, and fuggefted proper 


motives to conflancy and faith- 


fulnefs,added, * Vhofocver, there- | 


fore, fhall confe/s me before men, 
him will I confefs alfo before my 
Father which is in heaven. But 
whofoever fhall deny me before 
men, him will I alfo deny before 
my Father which is in heaven.’ 
At another time he faid, ** Who- 


loever, therefore, fhall be afhamed | 
° . | 
of me, and of my words, in this 


adulterous and finful generation, 
of him alfo fhall the fon of man 
be afhamed, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father, with the 
holy angels.”” 

Standing faft in the faith alfo 
meludes living and fteadily a€ting 
under the influence of the great 
truths of the gofpel, and conform- 
ably to their import—maintaining 
and ftanding firm in the obedience 
of faith, ia a practice correfpond- 
ing to the doctrines and conform- 
able to the precepts and inilitu- 
tions of Chrilt. 

In the general orders now un- 
cer confideration it is added, 
* Quit youlike men, be itrong,”’ 
as if it had been faid, in your {pi- 
ritual courfe and confliGs, do not 
act like unfteady, weak and cow- 
ardly children ; but act the part 
of men, grown to full ftrength 
and maturity, of fourd mind and 
unfhaken fortitude. —Or, by thefe 
words, the apoflle cautioned his 
fellow Chriftians againtt imitating 
thofe irrefolute, cowardly, cr un- 
faithful foldiers, who, upon the 
iirlt appearance cf the enemy, quit 
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their pofts and betake themfelves 
to ignominious flight ; or who, 
after they have made fome refift- 
ance, finding the confit more 
fharp and obitinate, of longer con- 
tinuance and greater difficulty and 
hazard, than they expected, at 
length give way or yield, and fuf- 
fer the enemy to obtain their end ; 
and charged them to att like brave 
and faithful foldiers, who are care- 
ful to be in readinefs, and, upon 
the approach of the enemy, ftand 
their ground, fight them manful- 
ly, and perfevere in the confi, 
though it be long, obitinate and 
bloody, and never give over tiil 
they have obtained their end. 

Thus fhould every foldier of 
Chriit quit himfelf in the Chrif 
tian courfe and fpiritual warfare. 
He fhould be always upon his 
watch, and always in readinefs for 
every duty and every encounter 
with his f{piritual enemies, towhich 
he may be called. In refitting 
the devil, he fhould refift him 
ftedfaft in the faith, with which, 
as with a fhicld, he may quench 
his fiery darts. And in flriving 
arainit fin and temptations to it, 
and mortifying his own lufts and 
finful inclinations, he fhould be 
firm, determined and perfevering, 
and never yield or give way in the 
leaf, nor allow thete enemies time 
to gain itrength, or to obtain any 
advantage. 

Whenthe faith, in which he is 
to ftand fait, is attacked, either 
more dire&tly and openly, or ob- 
liquely and fecretly under a plau- 
fible fhow of friendthip, he fhould 
be careful not to give it up in any 
fhape or degree, out ef complai- 
fance to thofe whofe elleem he 
would with to enjoy. If he is 
tempted to diffemble or renounce 
the faith, to deny or give up the 
truth, with the promife of great 
favors cn the one hand, or the 
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threatnings of terrible fufferines 
on the other, he fhould not fuffer 
thefe things to have the leaf ef- 
fet towards inducing him to 
vield, but with manly fortitude, 
in a dependence on the iufinite 


power aud all-fuflicient grace of | 
the Captain of falvation, reje& the | 


bribes and face the dangers pre- 
fented before him. And if the 

enemy proceed to execute their 
threatenings, and he begins to 


feel the faiart of cruel inftrements | 


of torture, he mutt ftill ftland falt 


lat, like the foldier determined to 
conquer and obtain the end for 
which he engaged in the war, al- 
though it cofts him his life. 

Thus did the apofties and many 


endu 
teftimony tothe truth with their 
blood, and were more than con- 
querors through him that loved 
them. 


(To be continued.) 


| 

~ Susreme lo _ to God ihe fir and | 
he. ‘xhe A 

oft uly. 

ANY 

| world fuppofe, that reli- 
gion confifts chiefly ia the prac- 


Chriftian 


in the 


tice of thofe duties, which we 
owe our fcllow-creatures, aud that 
juttice, honefty, faithful refs, truth 


and kindnefs, in our intercourfe | 


with mankind, include the whole 
of chriftianity, waich is of aay 
great importance. They there- 
ore conclude, that it is of little 
eonfequeace, whetaer perfoas be- 
lieve and revereice tie doctrines 
ef feripture, worth p God ina 
public, inthe family aod clofet, 

ferioufly obferve the fabbath, or 
thecther duties, which more im- 
mediately refpect God and divine 
thirgs. Thefe duties, they con 
fidc:, if not as needle! 


Supreme love to God the bighz# duty. 





| and conttant benefaétor. 
in the faith, and perfevere to the | 


| as the other ; 
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tion, yet, at beft, as of little 
moment in comparifoa with thofe 
which we owe mankind. If they 
are but externally moral, honett, 
and kind to their fellow-creatures, 
they imagine, that they have all, 
which is efeatial in religion, and 
neceffary to fecure heaven, how- 
ever they may difbelieve and op. 
pofe doctrines of the gofpei, or 
negle@ divine worfhip aad thofe 
duties, which they owe more im- 
mediately to God, their Creator 
Thus 
they fet up their duty and obliga- 
tions to mea above their duty 
and obligations to their Maker. 


But is this agreeable, either to 
| {cripture or reafon ? Tae Lord 
| Jefus certainly taught a different 
primitive Chriftiaus, who, having | 
red to the end, fealed their 


fentiment in his anfwer to the 
queftion, ** Which is the great 
commandment in the law ? Taou 


fhalt,”? faid he, * love the Lord 


thy God with all thy ap foul, 


and misd. This is the fi 
great commandment.” 

That fupreme love to God is 

our firt aad highe&% duty, is evi- 


r ft om 


| dent from various coafiderations. 


1. We ought to exercife a 


benevolent love or regard for the 


exiltence 


and happinefs of every 


being, ia proportion to his great- 
| nefs and importaace in the fcale of 


exiftence, other things being equal. 
Thus the life and happinefs of a 


| maa ought to be more regarded 
| than thofe of a fly, becaufe they 
| are more important ; 


as the man 
is capable of much more ufefulaefs 
and eajoyment than the fly. Or 
nd 

if, of two perfons of the fame 
moral character, one is capable of 
doing aad enjoying twice the good, 
in this cafe, the 
life and happinefs of the oae are 
of twice the worth and importance 
of the ether, and therefore deferv- 
ing ef a proportionably greater 
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regard. It is then a dictate of 
reafon and benevdlence, that we 
thould regard beings, other things 
being equal, according to their 
greatnefs and importance. The 
more important they are, or the 
greater their capacity to do and 
enjoy good; the greater ought to 
be our benevolent regard for them, 
andthe more ought we to value 
their exiftence and happinefs. But 
God is infinitely greater aud more 
important than all other beings ; 
as he is capacitated to communi- 
cate and to enjoy infinitely more 
happinefs than all creatures ; yea, 
they are as nothing, or as the 
light duft of the balance in com- 
parifon with him; and all the hap- 
pinefs in the univerfe depends up- 
onhim. As therefore God is in- 
Auitely greater and more import- 
ant than all other beings, fo he 
deferves our higheft love or be- 
nevolent regard. This love to 
him is our firft and higheft duty. 
And if we poffefs a fpark of true 
benevolence, it will regard the in- 
finite Jehovah as its firft obje&. 
2d. We ought tolove allbeings, 
not only with the love of benevo- 
lence in proportion to their great- 
nefs and capacity for happinefs, 
but alfo with the love of compla- 
cency, as far as their moral char- 
a€ters are holy and excellent. 
The more holy and lovely any be- 
ing is 3 the more we ought to ef- 
teem and delight in him with the 
love of complacency. But God 
is the great inexhautlible fource of 
holinefs and moral excelicnce,—is 
infinitely the moft glorious, wor- 
thy and amiable of all beings. — 
We ought therefore to love him 
fupremely with this love of efteem 
and complacency. It ought to 
flow forth towards God, the in- 
finite fource of all moral excel- 


lence, as its firft objet. Aad 
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we poffefs any degree of true ho- 
linefs or benevolence. 

3d. God is not only the great- 
eft and beft of all beings, but we 
are under infinitely greater obli- 
gations of gratitude to him, than 
toallothers. To him we are in- 
debted for life, every favor and 
comfort. He hath created us, 
continually preferves us, and gives 
us every good we enjoy. He 
hath alfo made provifion for our 
eternal felicity by giving his Soa 
to die for fuch finful rebels, that 
whofcever believeth on him might 
not perifh, but have everlafting 
life. On thefe accounts we are 
under the higheft obligations o* 
gratitude and love to our Almigh- 
ty benefactor, and if we poffefs any 
true gratitude, it will flow out in 
the higheft degree towards him, 
to whom we are under unfpeaka- 
bly greater obligations, than to 
all other beings. 

Thefe feveral confiderations 
clearly manifeft, that it is our firt 
duty to love God fupremely with 
the love of benevolence, compia- 
cency, and gratitude. ‘Therefore 
the firft of the ten commands of 
the moral law is, * Thou fhalt 
have no other God before me,” 
which is the fame, as that we 
fhall love him more than any other 
objeé&t. As this is the firft com- 
manc in the decalogue, it natural- 
ly teaches, that it is the firft and 
moft important duty. It may 
alfo be obferved, that four of the 
ten commands refpe& our duty 
towards God, and the other fix 
our duty towards mankind. But 
the four that refpeét our duty to 
God, are placed firft in order, 
which fcems plainly to fhew, that 
the dutigs we owe to God are of 
fuperior obligation to our duty 
towards our fellow creatures, and 
claim our firft and higheit regard. 


this will be the certain effect, if | The Lord Jefus therefore declax- 
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ed, that to love God with all the 
heart, is the firft and great com- 
mand. Andthis truth he exem- 
plified in his conduct while on 
earth. For his chief object, as 


he declared, was to glorify his | 


heavenly F dined , and do his will. 

The feelings alfo of the people 
of God, as expreffed in the facred 
{criptures, are, * Whom have | 
in heaven but thee ? and there is 
none on earth that I defire belides 
thee. Asthe hart panteth after 
the water brook, fo pantcth my 
foul after thee O God.” Such 
paffages thew, that they regarded 
the infinitely great and glorious 
Jehovah above all other “objeéts 9 
and that they felt this to be their 
higheft duty. 

“Having thus fhewn, from thefe 
various coufiderations, that fu- 
preme love to God is our firft or 
highelt duty, it 1s propofed 

Il. To fhew what influence 
this love will have upon thofe who 
poflefs it. 

If we really love God, we fhall 
certainly love and reverence his 
word, in which his charafter and 
will are moft clearly revealed— 
fhall be pleafed with its truths, 
and take fatisfaction in reading 
and meditating upon it. Our feel- 
ings will, in fome degree, corref- 
pond with thofe of the Pfalmitt ; 
“O how love I thy law ! it is 
nvy meditation allthe day. How 
feet are thy words unto my 
tafte ! I rejoice at thy word, as 
one that findeth great fpoil.”’ 

Supreme love to God will om 
certainly influence us to take 1 p. lea- 
fure i in his worfhip and fervice,— 
in public and fecret pray er, in re- 
ligious reading, converfation and 
meditation, in ferious obgrvance 
of the fabbath, and other cuties 
cf religion. If we love God, we 
fhall take delight in holding com. 
munion with him in fuch duties ; 
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juit as we take pleafure in the 
company and intercourfe of thofe, 
whom we love and efteem. Our 
defires will be after God, and our 
thoughts and affeétions will be 
upon him and divine things. Thus 
our fellowfhip, * will be with the 
Father, and with his Son Jefus 
Ciirift.”’ 

Thofe who have a fupreme re- 
gard for Jehovah, will, as the 
fcripture ‘s declare, keep his com- 
mands. "They will not live in the 
practice of any known fin, or in 
the neglect of any known duty. 
They will therefore remember and 
keep holy the fabbath—will not 
forfake the affembling of them- 
{elves together for public worfhip, 
as the manner of many is—will 
pray with all prayer and fupplica- 
tion—will enter into their clofets, 
and pray to their heavenly Father 
in fecret, and will live in a careful 
obfervance of all the duties, which 
are enjo »ined upon them, in the fa- 
cred icriptures, towards b oth God 
and man. 

If we truly love the chara&ter 
of Jehovah, we fhall feel a a pecu- 
liar regard for his caufe and hon- 
or—thall feek and rejoice in their 
promotion—fhall be pleafed with 
thofe, who appear to be friends to 
God and religion ; 3 fhall difapprove 
of the profane, wicked, and irre- 
ligious, and be difpleafed with 
every thing, which tends to dif- 
honor and injure the caufe of 
Chrift. This will be the certain 
effect of divine love in the hearts 
of all who poffefs it. 

It will alfo difpofe them to re- 
joice, that the moft High is. at 
the head of the univerfe, ‘and will 
diveét all events, as he in infinite 
vifdom fees beft. This mutt af- 
ford great joy and confolation to 
all, who are friendly to his char- 
ater, and they will make him 
their hope and trutt. 
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We fhall, if under the influence 
of fupreme love to God, treat his 
name and attributes with rever- 
ence—fhall carefully avoid pro- 
fanenefs, ridiculing or making 
light of divine things, and fhall re- 
pent of and forfake all finful prac- 
tices. And it will be painful and 
difagreeable to us to fee others, 
by fuch things, difhonoring and 
injuring religion. 

This love to God will likewife 
render us honeft, faithful and 
benevolent in our dealings with 
mankind ; and will difpofe us to 
feek their peace and happinefs, 
and efpecially their eternal hap- 
pinefs. We fhall therefore feek 
and pray for the fpread and pro- 
motion of religion, which will 
conduce both to the honor and 
glory of God, and to the falva- 
tion of immortal fouls. 

Thefe are fome of the effects, 
which fupreme love to God will 
certainly produce ‘in the feelings 
and conduét of all, who poffefs it. 

The fubje& naturally fuggefts 
fome important refleCtions. 

ft. It teaches the great error 
of thofe, who make religion to 
confift chiefly in being honeft, jutt, 
kind, and faithful in our dealings 
with our fellow-creatures, and fup- 
pofe, that it isof little importance, 
whether we believe the fcriptures 
and doétrines of the gofpel, wor- 
fhip God in public, family and 
fecret, ferioufly obferve the fab- 
bath, and other fimilar duties, 
which more immediately refpect 
God and divine things ; provid- 
ed we are but moral in our con- 
du&t towards mankind. It has 
been fhewn, that Icve to God is, 
in every point of view, the firlt 
and higheft duty—that if we pof- 
fefs any holineis or true benevo- 
lence, it will flow out towards 
him fupremely, in the love of be- 
nevolence, complacency and grat- 
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itude, and that this love will cx. 
prefs itfelf in a careful obfervance 
of thofe duties which we owe 
more immediately to our Creator 
and Saviour. Thefe duties are 
certainly as binding, as thofe we 
owe our fellow-creatures—yea, 
more fu, as we are under g-eater 
obligation to him, thaa to thein. 
How unreafonable and unfcriptu- 
ral then the fentiment, that reli- 
gion confifts chiefly in the moral 
duties we owe mankind ; and that 
a careful obfervance of thofe due 
ties, which more immediately ref- 
pect God, or that loving and 
worfhipping him, are not effene 
tial to true religion and falvation ? 
Thofe, whoadopt fuch fentiments, 
manifeft, that they pay little re- 
gard to the word of God—are ig- 
norant of the firft duties and prin- 
ciples of the gofpel religion, and 
are yet in the gall of bitternefs. 

2d. The tubjeé& teaches, that 
thofe, who are negligent of the 
duties, which refpe& God and 
divine things, are deftitute of all 
true benevolence or religion. Had 
they any real benevolence, it 
would neceffarily exprefs itfelf in 
love to God and divine things—in 
cordial obedienceto his commands, 
and in a careful obfervance of 
the duties and inftitutions of rcli- 
gion. What a delufion then for 
perfons, who live in the neglect 
of prayer, public worfhip, fabbuth, 
reading the fcriptures, and other 
religious duties, to flatter them- 
felves, that they have any true be- 
nevolence, and fhallobtain heaven ; 
becaufe they are moral, honeft and 
kind towards mankind? Such are 
as great hypocrites and felf-de- 
ceivers, and give as much evi- , 
dence, that they are deftitute of all 
real holinefs and benevolence, as 
do thofe, who neglec& the du- 


ties they owe their fellow-cre2- 
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hood, injuftice and theft. For 
the dutics, which we owe imme- 
diately to God, are certainly as 
binding, as thofe we owe to man- 
kind, and true benevolence, or re- 
ligion, will regard the moft High 
as its firft object. Did we fee 
perfons indulging in knavery, 
falfehood, inju‘tice, and other fim- 
ilar vices, and yet flattering them- 
felves, that they were truly pious 
and benevolent, and in the way 
to heaven, becaufe they pun¢iual- 
ly obferved the external forms 
and duties of religion towards 
God, fiould we not confider 
them as very unreafonable aud hy- 
pocritical ? But are they not quite 
as unreafonable and hypocriti- 
cal, who live in neglect of dai- 
ly prayer, public worthip, feri- 
ous obfervance of the fabbath 
and other fimilar duties, and per- 
haps even make light of divine 
things, and yet pretend to real 
religion and benevolence ; becaufe 
they are moral and honeft in their 
dealings with mankind? The re- 
ligion, which thus leads perfons 
to difregard God and the duties 
we owe him, and affects to regard 
our fellow creatures above our 
Creator, we may know, is not the 
religion of the Lord Jefus, who 
taught, that the firft and great 
command, is to love God with all 
the heart, and that except we 
love him above father, mother, 
wife, or children, we cannot be 
his difcipies. And thofe, who 
embrace fuch a religion, cannct 
be far from tctal infidelity. 

3d. It may be obferved, that 
although true piety cr benevo- 
Jence will neceffarily flow out in 
fupreme love to Ged as its firft 
objet ; yet it will always be ac- 
companied with a benevolent re- 
gardto mankind. ‘Thofe, who 
love. Jehovah, will alfo love al) 
mankind with the love of benev- 
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olence—will wifh them well, and 
feck their prefent and future good. 
They will carefully avoid wrong. 
ing and injuring others, and faith. 
fully perform the various duties 
they owe their fellow-creatures. 
Yor thofe that love God, will 
keep his commands, and thefe 
enjoin their duty toward man, as 
well as toward God. If any 
therefore are knavifh, unjufl, op- 
preflive, revengeful, contentious 
or neglectful of the duties which 
ref{pect mankind ; it is manifeit, 
that they have no true piety or 
love to God, whatever may be 
their profeffion or fhew of religion. 

waily ott us all be excited to 
the exercife of fupreme love to 
Jehovah. It is the firft and high- 
elt duty of each one of us. We 
are urged to it by the mot 
ceighty motives and obligations. 
God is infinitely glorious and 
lovely, and therefore deferving of 
our higheft affection and regard. 
We are alfo under the higheft ob- 
ligations of gratitude to him for 
his innumerable favors, and ef- 
pecially for his unfpeakable gift 


of the Saviour. We live every 


| moment upon his goodnefs, and it 


is of his mere inercy, that we are 
out of hell. Tow vile thea our 
ingratitude and wickednefs, if we 
have no love for our Almighty 
ve &or, — live in difobedi- 

nce to his rig] iteous command? 
We fhall juftly deferve to be 
frowned fromhis gloricus prefence 
into outer fartineta, where there 
will be weeping ard d gnathing of 
teeth. Yer, this cordial affection 
and reconciliation to the divine 
character are abfolutely nccefiary 
to our peace and happinefs ia the 
prefent and future world. For 
God is the only fource of real 
good. His prefence and {miles 
enallitete the felicity of heaven. 
Unlefs therefore we are cordially 
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reconciled to him, and difpofed to 
rejoice in him as our portion, we 
can never be happy: For * there 
s no peace, faith the Lord, unto 
a wicked.”” If we continue 
impenitent and uareconciled to his 
holy charaéter, we muft be for- 
ever excluded from his blifsful 
prefence, and have our portion 
with hypocrites and unbelievers 
in the regions of woe and nn 
As therefor re we regard our pre 
fent or future good, let us ele 
God as our portion—acquaint 
ourfelves with him, and be at 
peace with him, and thereby good, 
eternal good, will come unto us. 





On the imprecat tions of David, and 
other Saints, recorded ia the fcrip- 
tures, againft the enemies of the 
church. 


MPRECATIONS are pray- 

ers for evils to be inflicted upon 
thofe againft whom they are made. 
There are ntany fuch prayers re- 
corded in the holy fcriptures. 
David, the man after God’s own 
heart, ufed them freely, on all oc- 
eafions, when the fituation of the 
church, refpecting itsenemies, led 
him to apply unto God in its be- 
half. The fervency, importunity 
and perfev erance with which thefe 
imprecations are made, and the 
ftroug and unreferved language in 
which they are exprefed, renders 
it evident, that he was fincere in 
them, and earneit that they fhould 
be accomplifhed. Let death 
feize upon them, and let them go 
down quick into hell ; ic! 


for wick. 
ednefs is in their dwellings.” And 
again, ‘ Add iniquity to their in- 
iquity ; let them not come into 
thy righteoufnefs ; let them be 


blotted out of the book of the 
living, and not be written with 
Jeremiah made 


tae rightcous.”’ 
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the fame interecflions again the 
wicked. ‘* Pull them out like 
fheep for the flaughter, and vre- 
pare them for the day of flaugh- 
ter.” Paul ufed the fame pray- 
ers or imprecations againit Alex- 
ander the copperfmith, faying, 
“© Alexandez the copperfmith did 
me much evil: the Lord reward 
him according to his works.” 
The f{eriptures abound with fuch 
imprecations. We find them in 
the old teflament and the new, 
and particularly in the Pialms. 
As an example of the whole, the 
reader is requefted to ftop here, 
and carefully read the whole of 
the ggth Palm. * © © ¢ 
# P.O ict) ee 2 

Many have been greatly em- 
barraffed in reading thefe paffages 
of the f{criptures, and could not 
fo underitand them, as to recon- 
cile them with Chriftian benevo- 
lence, and cordially edopt the 
fentiments exprefied, and enter in- 
to them, as they do into the o- 
ther prayers, which they find in 
the holy feriptures. An attempt 
will now be made to remove thefe 
difficulties from the minds of feri- 
ous Chriftians. Should the wri- 
ter fucceed, his fuccefs will be 
confidered as an abundant recom- 
penfe. Two unfatisfactory me- 
thods to relieve thefe difficulties 
will firft be mentioned.—Some of 
the learned tell us that the origin- 
al language would have admitted 
that thefe imprecations fhould 
have been tranflated as prophe- 
cies, and inftead cf the exprefiion, 
“ Let deftruction come upon him 
at unawares, and let his net that 
he hath hid catch himfelf, into 
that very deftruction let him fall,” 
as it is in the 8th verfe of the 
Pfalm noticed, it might have been 
rendered, ¢ Delt truction fhall come 
upon him at unawares, his net 
that he hath hid fliall catch him. 
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felf, into that very deftrnétion he 
fhall fall.’ It is faid, that mere 
prophecies are, in the Hebrew 
original, often expreffed in the 
form of prayers, and that, if this 
had been fo tranflated, it would 
,have removed every difficulty.— 
But it is conceived, that the men 
whom God in his providence has 
employed to tranflate the Bible, 
for the ufe of his church, have 
been fo far under the guidance of 
his {pirit, as to make no effential 
errors. If the tranflation may 


not be depended on as having: 
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been made under a fpecial divine | 


fuperiiteade ice, fo that no effen- 
tial miftakes have been committed, 
how has God provided for his 
church ? None but the learned, 
who can read the bible in the ori- 
ginal languages, can have any rule 
for faith or praétice. But the 
learned well know that our tranf- 


lation has no fuch errors, and | 


that thefe imprecations are ren- 
dered confiftent with the original. 
It is then very wrong to infinuate, 
that the difficulty cannot be re- 
moved but by atranflation, which 
the Hebrew may indced bear, but 


| 
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which fhould come upon the wick. 
ed at unawares. And if we a- 
dopt the fame fpirit in reading, as 
he did in writing it, we alfo thal] 
for the fame ett an rejoice in the 
deftru€tion which is coming on the 
wicked. This amounts to the 
fame thing, and is no lefs difficult, 
than to unite with the Pfalmift in 
praying againft the wicked. It 
removes no embarrafiment.—Be- 
fides, David ufes the fame form 
of {fpeech when praying againft his 
enemies, as he does when praying 
for himfelf, and for thofe bleffings, 
for which he promifesto givethanks. 
It therefore appears evident that 
thefe paffages are dire¢t impreca- 
tions on the wicked, and that any 
other conftruétion is unnatural and 
ftrained, and inconfiftent with the 
fimplicity of the fcriptures, and if 
admitted, would relieve us of ng 
difficulty. 

Others, fenfible that thefe are 
imprecations, and unwilling to 


fuppofe that they can be confift- 
| ently adopted by Chriftians, have 


. . ° . 7° | 
which is fo effentially difierent | 


from ours, as to contain very op- 
pofite featiments. It tends to 


fhake the confidence of the un- | “ Ye have heard that it hath been 


learned in the only rule of direc- 


tion which God has given them. | 


But allowing that thefe paffagcs 
are only prophecies of evils which 
are coming on the wicked, it re- 
lieves us of no difficulty, for the 


Pialmift evidently fpoke of them 


the means of deliverance and blef- 
fing tothe church. This appears 
by the next words after the im- 
precation already quoted, “ And 
my foul fhall be joyful in the 
Lord ; it fhall rejoice in his fal- 
vation.”? That is, in the falva- 





| mies. 





tion effected by the deftruétion | 


inattentively conceived, that things 
of this nature were lawful under 
that difpenfation, which are con- 
trary to the prefent. They may 
fuppofe that our Saviour had re- 
ference to this, when he faid, 


faid, thou fhalt love thy neigh- 
bour, and hate thine enemy ; but 
I fay, unto you, love your ene- 

”? But the direStion, ¢ hate 
thine enemy,’ is not in the law. 
It was a perverfe tradition or con- 
ftruction of the Pharifecs. The 
old teftament. as well as the new, 
directs, “ If thine enemy be hua- 
gry, give him bread to eat, and if 
he be thirity, give him water to 
drink.”§ = =The religon of both 
difpenfations is effentially the 
the fame, they are by no means 





§ Prov. xxv. 21. 
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oppofite toeach other. The fame 
fpirit is required towards both 
friends and enemies, and the paf- 
fages in queition may be adopied 
by the faints now, with the fame 
propriety as in ancient times. 
Therefore this expedient fails, and 
affords no relief. 


| 


| 


| 
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piety, and becaufe God had thus 
exalted him to feed his people. 
Their mifchievous devices were 
really aimed at the kingdom and 
glory of God. It was therefore 
a fervent regard to the kingdom 
and glory of God, which David 
exprefled, and it was his piety and 


That all difficulties may be re- ; benevolence, which led him to 


moved, it fhould be remarked, 
that thefe imprecations were not 
produced by revenge, malice or 
perfonal refentment. This ap- 
pears from the flrains of devo- 
tion with which they are inter- 
mixed, and from the fpirit which 
the Pfalmift manifefted in the 13th 
and 14th verfes. “ But as for 
me, when they were fick, my 
clothing was fackcloth : I hum- 
bled my foul with fafting, and my 
prayer returned into my own be- 
fom. I behaved myfelf as though 
he had been my friend or brother: 
I bowed down heavily, as one 
that mourneth for his mother.’’ 
His conduct towards Saul might 
alfo frec him from any fuch impu- 
tation. Befides, fo good a man 
as David, could not have gone fo 
often, with fuch folemnity, with 
a revengeful fpirit, into the pre- 
fence of God. Nor would re- 
vengeful imprecations have been 


| 


pray that thefe enemics fhould not 
fucceed in their wicked defigns ; 
and that God fhouid be glorified, 
and his church profpered, though 
it fhould take place by means of 
the deftruction of his enemies. 
Befides, it was only on the fuppo- 
fition that they wouid continue in- 
corrigible, that he prayed for 


their deitruction ; for he afked it 





| 





admitted into a book of hymns | 


and fpiritual fongs, which God 
has given to direct and affift the 
devotions of his church, much lefs 
could any thing fo contrary to the 
commands of God, have been 
dictated by divine infpiration. 
Therefore thefe prayers are not 
the effufions of malice, but are 
confiltent with benevolence, and 
are well pleafing to God, and giv- 
en for the ufe of the church. 

It fhould alfo be remarked, 
that God had made David the vi- 
fibje leader of his church, and the 
enemies againft whom he prayed, 
were his enemies on account of his 





only on account of the injury they 
were doing, and that the caufe of 
Zion might not be hurt by them ; 
at.d before he clofesthe Pfalm, he 
prays, fayiag, * Let them fhout 
for joy and be glad, that favor 
my righteous caufe,’’ which all 
but the incorrigible will do, and fo 
become the objects of his inter- 
ceffions, inftead of imprecatioas. 
Further, it fhould be confidered 
that thefe imprecations coincide 
with the penalties of God’s law, 
and with the predictions of his 
wrath upon the incorrigible ene- 
mies of his church, which he of- 
ten mentions to his people for 
their encouragement and comfort, 
and are conformable to his aétual 
dealings with the finally impeni- 
tent. Their deftruction is necef 
fary to the fupport of law and 
government, the glory of God, 
and the fafety and welfare of his 
kingdom. The wrath of God 


againft the wicked does not pro- 
ceed from malevolence, but is an 
expreffion of love to the univerfe, 
in the deftruction of its enemies. 
The friends of God are called to 
acquiefce in the juftice of God, 
from the fame benevolence of 











; 


<a 
. 


a tou=- _ 


eage ee ae. ae 
















ae Or ee Eg 












































































































































—— 


= — 
Set = ; 















































eS 








£34 


heart, and thefe imprecations are 
but the expreffions of the fame 
fpirit which God manifefts in his 
law and juttice, and of entire acqui- 
efence in his government. Chiritt 
himfelf fays, 1 pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou 
halt given me. An oppolite {pir- 
it, in favor of incorrigible fianers, 
which would defire that they 
might fucceed in their mifchief 
with impunity, would have been 
oppofing God. Thefe prayers 
againit the wicked, oa the fuppo- 
fition that they were irreclaimable, 
which David had all reafon to be- 
lieve was the cafe, fhows that he 
had a {fpirit conformed to God, 
and felt interefled in the fame 
caufe. 

Befides, the object which the 
Pfalmift had in view, was the 
profperity of the great caufe, 
which feems to have fo abforbed 
his mind with its magnitude and 
importance, that it became his 
fingle objet, and the concerns of 


perions and things only as they 
a 4 
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may be remarked, that thefe di. 
reftions require the fame fpirit 
and conduct as David exercifed 
towards Saul. They do not re- 
quire us to wifh that the enemies 
of Chrift and his psople fhould 
facced in their attempts to ruin 
the church, or that we fhould be 
enemies to the juitice of God, 
and pray that final impenitents 
might be faved. The gofpel con- 
demns them, no lefs than the law : 
Chrift himfelf pronounces them 
accurfed. But the directions of 
Chrift forbid all perfonal refent- 
ments, and require our prayers 
that his enemies may not remain 
incorrigible ; but be converted 
over to his caufe. They do not 
oppofe the imprecations of David, 
who himfelf prayed for his ene- 
mics, but require us to be benevo- 
lent to the enemies of Chrift and 


his people, while like David, we 


pray that God would interpofe 


for his own caufe, as he has told 


_us he will, though it fhould be ne- 
individuals did not at all come in- | 
to view, aad he regarded oiner | 


appeared in favor, or oppofition | 


to this caufe, and of courfe, moft 
heartily prayed for every thing in 


ceflary to do it, by the deftruc- 
tion of his enemies. 

It is hoped that thefe obferva- 
tions will relieve the pious, from 


| any difficulties which they may 


its favor, and againit ail oppofi- | 


tion to its profperity.—It is pre- | into the true {pirit of thofe pfalms, 


fumed, that no one can confiftent- 


ly object again fuch a fpirit, as | 


tho’ it was contrary to the fpirit 
of the Chriftian difpenfation, and 


that every Chriitian will find his | 


heart drawn forth ia the fame de- 
fires, for the profperity of Zion, 
which di€tated thefe prayers. 
Should any one after all, be 
unavle to reconcile thefe impre- 
cations with the dircétions of 
Chrift, “ Love your enemies, 
blefs them that curfe you, do 
good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them that defpitefuily 
ufe you and perfecute you ;’’ it 





have had on this fubjeét, and en- 
able them to enter moft cordially 


_ and other portions of feripture, 





which God has given to direét and 
aid their devotions. They will 
teach us, that neither the benev- 
olence of God, nor of his people, 
are inconfiltent with the final de- 
ftruction of his implacable en- 
emics,—that God punifhes the 
wicked, and the faints rejoice in 
it, from a f{pirit of real benevolence 
tothe univerfe, which fhows that 
juitice is not malevolence, mani- 
fefis its glory, and extinguifhes 
all grounds of hope in the cafe of 
fuch as remain in their fins ; and 
thefe obfervations will fhow, that 
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we ought to with and pray that 
God would reclaim his enemies ; 
but that if they continue his ene- 
mies, they may be caft down from 
all that authority and influence, 
which they exert to oppofe God, 
and deprefs and overthrow his 
caufe and kingdom in the world. 
How dreadful to oppofe the king- 
dom of Chnift! !! 
MIKROS. 





The gofpel is preffed upon us, by the 
confidcrations of ory. the 
bleffednefs of heaven, and efcap- 
ing the mifery of hell. Are thefe 


Jelfifh motives ? 


S heaven and hell are de- 

fcribed in the holy ferip- 

tures, they are motives which can 

have no operation upon a felfith, 

carnal mind. They can apply 

only to pure, holy and benevo- 
lent beings. 

The gofpel is conftruéted upon 
a benevolent plan, and its motives 
are fuch as can have their proper 
influence only upon minds, which 
are of a benevolent, virtuous cait. 
Its main intention is not to apply 
to our intereft, as our own, or our 
private felflove. For in this cafe, | 
it need barely to hold forth hap- 
pinefs and mifery, difconneéed 
from every thing elfe. And, then, 
all minds, however felfith, mee 
be affeéted with fuch motives. | 
Sull, the gofpel allows us to pay 
a fu stable regard to our own in- 
terefts. 

It aftually holds forth happi- 
nefs and mifery of a peculiar na- 
ture, and fo qualified as to have 
influence _oaly with benevolent 
minds. The happinefs to which 
the gofpel would allure us, is that 
which is conceced with holinefs. 
And the from which it 
would dct i$ that which is 
connected with fine Happinefs 
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and mifery of this nature are not 
felfith motives, do not affe& minds 
which are governed only by inter- 
eft and {elf love, and are regard- 
ed only by the pure and difinter- 
efted among incn. 

Mofes, “ had refpeét unto the 
recompenfe of the reward.” But 
was it a felfih reward? No; a 
felfith caraal man could not have 
been influenced by that reward. 
What was it ? The love of the 
glory of God, conktituted this re- 
compenfe. But this is, in its very 
nature, an enjoyment which does 
not {trike carnal minds, and which 
is regarded only by fuch as have 
their hearts purified from felfifh- 
nefs, and made diiinterefted. 

So Chrift, “ for the joy that 
was fet before him, endured the 
crofs.” But what joy? ‘The joy 
which flows from the exercife of 
benevolence. The joy which is 
the refult of fupreme love to God, 
and regard to his glory, and the 
gencral good. Chrift was not 
bribed or hired by the joy that 
was fet before him. It does not 
imply that he was of a mercenary 
fpirit. Far from that, the joy 
to which he afpired was a holy 
| joy, fuch as is conneéted with be- 


| nevolent views and fervices, and 


| 
| fuch as is had only in the prefence 


| of God. 


| 





Did the gofpel pro opofe fimply, 
deliverance from mifery, and the 
enjoyment of happ vines, without 
defcribing the nature of that hap- 
pinefs, finners would like it. It 
would hold forth motives adapted 
to operate upon felfifh minds. 
And men of the moft corrupt 
views would be led to embrace a 
goipelof thisnature. All would 
be glad to be delivered from mife- 
ry, and placed in happinefs fuited 
to their prefent tafle ; and would 
be moved to embrace any plan, 
which held forth thefe encoura- 
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ging motives. Sinners would be 
glad to efcape mifery, provided 
they need not feel their guilt and 
repent, and they would be glad 
of heaven, if they might retain 
their fins. The finner will not 
acknowledge himfelf to blame. 
He cannot therefore fee or feel it 
to be any evil, merely to be fe- 
cluded from the prefence of God. 
While he carries a difaffeéted {pir- 
it towards God, inimical and hof- 
tile to his character and govern- 
ment, he is not fenfible of that 
evil which confifts in being remo- 
ved from his prefence. But this 
is what he choofes. Hence, then, 
in this view, he does not with to 
efcape from a hell, when it is 
conlidered as the place which is 
congenial to his nature, and where 
he may gratify his malignant tem- 
per towards th® Supreme Being. 
But this is the hell which the gof- 
pel fets forth for our warning. 

It is an argument which applies 
ditetly to difinterefted minds ; 
to thofe who are willing to ac- 
knowledge that they are finful, 
felfith beings, juftiy to biame, for 
fetting up themfelves, and loving 
the creature more than the crea- 
tor: To thofe who are fentible 
that they have been led alt-ay by 
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felf love, that they have been un- | 
der the fupreme dominion of inter- | 


efted views, and are now ! 
to fee their extreme vilenefs, and 
that they alone have been to 
biame, and not God. Such feel 
the evil of being cait out from 
God’s prefence, and hell is wi ith 
them a moft movirg confid 
tion. 

Heaven, alfo, is of fuch a na- 


, 


ture as is not adapted io nicn’s 


’ oveaht 
™\ — os" 


interefted, corrupt paffioas It is 
not a motive, cr an ebjedt with 
the felSth “I am thy fhield, 


and thy exceeding great reward.” 
. z v © tT . 
Gedis the fupreme good. His 
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glory conftitutes the happinefs of 
his children. And it is for this 
very rezfon that the finner has an 
averfion to the Chriftian’s heaven. 
He delights in finful happinefs, 
but not in a happinefs confiftin 
inthe glory of God. His felfifh 
corrupt feelings, are not Captiva. 
ted and charmed with thofe joys 
which are the refult of pure be. 
nevolence. The fault which he 
finds with heaven, is, that it re. 
quires his afe€tions to be removed 
from himfelf, or the creature, and 
fettled fupremely upon God.— 
In fhort, happinefs in conneétion 
with holinefs, 1s not the obje&t of 
his defire. A heaven of holy 
happinefs is no joy to him.— 
Hence then, it appears that heav- 
en, is an objeét adapted to ftrike 
only benevolent minds. Holy 
min sds feel that motive. They 
who know what it is to be bro’t 
to love God with all the heart, 
and to make him and not them- 
felves their ultimate end, will 
know how to eftimate the value 
of heaven, which confilts in the 
enjovment of him. 

I proceed to add two praical 
reflections. 

1. How does the confideration 
of hell operate upon the finner 
while unrenewed ? He looks bare- 
ly at the calamity. He regards 
the natural, and not the moral 
evil, He terrified with the 
mrs of eternal damnation. 


iS 


His felf-love excites him to dread 
the y nt 3 of hel}. The thoug rht 
of being made to Ii ie down in for- 


<a is a movine confideration ; 
it ay Sve: ang and {trikes 
rT3L * “4 

inisis a law 


with terror. 
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vO 1 ufvall 
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i uty pr -cedes 29 or iS 


connected with faving repentance 


a id convertion. God “oe rdi- 
nariy, puts us under conviction, 
and a fpirit of bondage, before 


vrs for our Celiverance. 
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And for this purpofe he makes 
ufe of threatenings. He opens 
the finner’s eyes to affecting views 
of the miferies of hell. The fin- 
ner’s mind is yet felfifh and car- 
nal. He is not yet properly af- 
fected with the feripture views of 
hell,asaftate of oppofitionto God 
and rejection from his prefence. 
But God is pleafed that fuch con- 
vitions, in a greater or lefs de- 
grec, fhould take place, previous 
to his granting the finner evan- 
— faving ig, eager 

. Chriftians are difintercfted 
time they have refpect unto the 
recompenfe of the reward. 

Having refpect to this reward, 
is not at variance with difinter- 
eftednefs of character, but implies 
it. For no man can truly defire 
the favor of God as his chief rood, 
without a cordial approbation of 
his character, and that for its own 
excellence. And this is difinter- 
elted affection. 

Such as approve of God's char- 
acter, and make his glory their 
ultimate end, do manifeft a re- 
gard to the happinefs of being in 
general. 

The confideraticn of heaven is | 
a virtuous motive, calculated to | 
work only upon benevolent or hoe : 
ly mirds. It is a motive to take 
hold of thofe only, who are exalt- 
ed above private felf-love, who 
feck their well-bei ag in a right 
manner, 2s being in conneétion 
with the general good, who have 

their fouls | turned upon the glory 
of God, and the greateft good of 
his creatures. Saints fear a mif- 
ery which is connected with fin, 


and a teltimony of God’s diipien- 


iuve againft it. Their hopes are 

upon a pall a of being 
enjoyed only thofe who are 
formed in the 1 image 2 


need not fear bein, mifled, while 


we feek a holy joys fuch a3 can 
Vor se ) No. 4. 


of God. We | 
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be experienced only by thofe who 
are made in God’s likenefs. And 
happy are brid who are made 
veflels of mercy prepared for glo- 
ry ; who are fitted, by a work of 
grace upon the foul, for the en- 
joyment of God for ever. 

» iy * 





To THe Enitors of THe Cox- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IT is, doubtlefs, of high im- 
portance, that every friend of re- 
ligion and good morals ftep forth 
and ftand firm at his poft, for the 
fupport of that liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath made us free. Infi- 
' dels and men of bad morals are 
exerting every nerve to prevent 
the obfervance, and to deftroy the 
influence of the holy fabbath. 
Should the following thoughts on 
that fubject, meet your approba- 
tion, you will pleafe to give them 
a place in your ufeful Magazine. 


ROM the account given by 
ly Mofes, it appears, that God 
| devoted fix days to the work of 

ee te a review of the 
: things he had made—pronounced 
them very good, and velted on the 
feventh day : T crefore, God 
bleffed the feventh daz, and fan@iji- 
ed it ; becaufe that i in ¢ he had refled 
from a his work which God ci ‘cated 
and made. Pry this inflitution, 
God taught our firit parents, tha: 
they might devote fix days to fome 
reafonable fecular employment ; 
but, that the feventh day fhoulc 
be a reft from fervile labor, and 
devoted to moral duties—a days 
to remember their Creator, and 
to review their works and con- 
. duct for the week paft, whether, 
like his, they were all very good. 
This was an cafy and reafona- 
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ble fervice for arational creature; of our firft parents ; 


and, as fuch, of moral and un- 
- eae 
changeable obligation. 
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and God 


_could no more fee all v ry good, 


Accord. | 


ney when God gave the moral | 


law from Mount Sinai, he inferted | 
this inftitution of the’ fabbath in- 
to that code, Exod. xx. S—11. 
Fie who faid Thu fhalt not hill, 
fo faid, Thon f alt remember the’ 
fubbath day to keep it holy.—And, 


but in the Mediator. The work of 
redemption, or new creation by 
Chrift, was a€tually completed on 
‘the firft day of the week ; and 
God, 1 in him, faw all very good 
again, and refled. 4 reff there- 
fore, remains for the people of God ; 

| for he that is entered into his ref, 


it is highly probable, the fabbath | he alfo hath ceafed from his own 


was obferved from Adam to Mo- | ¢ 


fes, by the fons of God. 
end of days, or 
when Cain and A bel brought 
their offerings to the Lord—and 
the day, when the fons of God 
met together, mentioned by Job, 
were, probably, tle fabbath day. 
And, indeed, veitiges of a fe- 
venth day fabbath have 
found, for many ages, among 
Heathens who hated the Jews, 
and cannct be fuppofed to have 
derived it from them, or to have 
obferved it out of conformity to 
them: they muil, therefore, have 
derived it from their progenitors 
by oral tradition. But, be this 
as it may, it is certain, in the af. 
fair of gatheri: ring the manna, Mo- 
fes mentious the fabbath, as a day, 
well known and underftood by 
the Hebrews, Exod. xvi. 23.— 
From that time to this, a fabbath 
has been obferved among the fons 
of God; and its moral nature 
mult, ond will enforce obfervane 
to the end of time. 

The change of the fabbath, 
from the laft to the firft day of the 
week, can, in no fenfe, weaken its 
moral oblisation ; and is, doubt- 
lefs, of divine authority. Whe- 
ther the fourth chapter to the 
Hebrews be in full proof of this 
point, as many believe, I cannot 
now confider. Snffice it to fay, 


a 
r 
M 


The | 


process of time, | 


that there was for its 


been | 


when God had finifhed creation, | 


e faw all 


‘his 


: 
J wer good, and refled. 
L J a 


reft was broken by the Ga 


} 
al 
we 


| 


works, as God did from his.— 
There is, therefore, a fimilar rea- 
fon, not only for the continuance, 
but for the change of the fabbath, 
inftitution. 

And the reafon i : fill flronger, 
in proportion as the fecond creas 
tion is greater, an d more glorious 
than the firit, To which we may 
add, that Chrift, as Lord of the 

abbath, had right to change and 
cuforce it; and his refling from his 
works, on the firlt day of the weck, 
moft richly deferves the memo- 
rial. 

Agreeably to this idea, the 
prophet {peaks of the cighth Ae 
or day after the Jewith fabbath, 
as a peculier blefling to the gol- 
pel church ; Ezek. xlii. 26, 27. 
Seven davs fhatl they purge the altar 
ane o ny ify it; and they fhall con- 
fecrate themf: joes. Aad when thefe 
Jeven days are expired, it Seal be, 
that on the eight day, and f, for- 
« vard, the pric 


fis fh all make y 

lLurnt offerings upon the altar, and 
your peace ofvrings ¢ and I will ace 
copt yoy fi with the Lord God.— 
Thefe words, doubtlefs, have re- 
ference tothe gofpel day ; and to 
the acceffion of the Jews to the 
Chriflian church, when, accord- 
ing to the language of the cere- 
monial law, they ihall purify the 
altar rs confecrate 
days, 

er fabbath, as a preparation for a 
fabbath on the eft day, or firt 
| day of the next week, and fo for- 


our 


the: nfelves 


'g .’ 5 | . cr 4 
leven including their iorm- 
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ward, without limitation. Thus, 
there is a] fimilar reafon for the | 
change of the fabbath to the | 
eighth day, that there was for its | 
afi tution on the feventh day— 

and this change was actually fore- 


told, to the Jews, by a prophet of | 
| the primitive 


the Lord. 

It is further worthy of notice, 
that our Saviour conftantly vifit- 
ed his apoftles, on the firit day of 
the week. And the remarkable 
outpourings of the Holy Ghoft, 
as mentioned'in the Aéts of the 
apoftles, were generally on that 
day, while the difciples were met 
tugether for divine fervice. Thus, 
the Chriftian fabbath, was a day 
peculiarly fet apart, and bleffed 
of the Lord; aud as fuch, was 
and ftill is called the Lord’s day. 
The primitive Chriftians always 
obferved it, nor does it appear, 
that they obferved any other day, 
as a fabbath, after the afcenfion 
of Chrift. It is true, indeed, they 
refpected the Jewith fabbath, and 
frequently took occafion, on that 
day, to inftruét the people in the 


principles of the Chriftian reli- | 
gion; but conflantly enjoined on | 


their follew ers, not to neglect the 
aflembling of themfelves together, 
on the firtt day of the week, as 
the manner of fome was. 

Thefe obfervations on the in- 


ititutidn, perpetuity and change | 


of the fabbath are fufficient ; and 


have led me beyond my intended | 


brevity on this part of the fubje. 


I will now attend tothe ufe and | 


defign of the fabbath. The fab- 


bath cvas made for man, and not | 


man for the fabbath. 

he obfervance of the fabbath, | 
can add nothing to God’s effential 
glory and happinefs ; our good- 
nefs cannot extend to him. The 
benetit is ours. It is great for 
time and etermty, and demands 
our-high eftimation of that day. 
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The beft judges, not infidels, but 
thofe who have confcientioufly 
obferved the fabbath, fpeak high. 
| ly in commendation Fe, and have 
_ always manifefted a folicitude to 
| prevent its neglect. And the high 
titles given ios the fabbath, by 
athers, fhow their 
eftimation of it. They called it, 
“the Lord’s day—the chief of 
days——the wry? of day s—a day 
of gladnefs auddelight.” Agree- 
ably to which, David exprefled his 
love to the ancient fabbath—/ day 
in thy courts is better than a thou- 
fand. I had rather be a doorkeep- 
erin the houfe of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wick: ‘dne, 

But if we confider the a 
of its inflitution ts and the duties 
required on that day, the fabbath 
will appear to be a day of high 
importance and benett to man. 
Man, as a reafonable creature, is 
capable of receiving and giving a 


‘rational manifeftation of God’s 


glory. It was, therefore, highly 
fit and reafonable, that God fhould 
require man, as his firft fervice 
and duty, to contemplate his 
works of creation and providence. 
This was a glorious employment. 
God could require no lefs ; and 


‘man could, in nothing, fo eunoble 


| and benefit himielf. 


And had 


| man continued innocent, the fab- 


bath would have been always a 
delight; and we never fhould 
have heard of the wearifomenet! 
‘of that holy day. 

Doubtlefs, in the inftitution of 
the fabbath, God meant to give 
man a neceffary reit from fervile 
labor; and an opportunity to 
| contemplate, admire and adore 
his divine perfections, and thus, 
to fecure to himfelf divine honors 
and holy reverence, as the creator 
and governor of the univerte. 
| What can fo exalt the divine char- 

leans, in the human mind, as 


at ge atin OP we a 


rete, 


> we > 
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fuch a weekly contemplation ? 
What can fo effectually teach man 
his total dependence on God, and 
fill his heart with admiration, 
love and gratitude for the good 
he receives, and fo, in every thing, 


lead him, by prayer and fupplica- | 
tion with thank{fgiving, to make 


known his requeits unto God ? 


Such a day of reft is fecurity | 
for God, that he will always have | 
a tribute of praife, as creator and | 
and alfo, | 
gives man a glorious opportunity, | 
ior maintaining a regular and | 
friendly intercourfe with heaven. | 
find, indeed, it is reafonable to | 


governor of the world ; 


believe, that this isthe only way, 
in which, the knowledge of God 
and creation, 
preferved from falling into con- 
tempt and oblivion ; for, where 
the fabbath is negleéted, the peo- 
ple foon become grofsly ignorant 


of God and his_ works, 


rience abundantly teaches. 

But under the gofpel, we have | 
additional reafons for keeping the | 
fabbath : Not only creaticn, but 
all the works of redemption call 


tor meditation and praife. The 
Chrittian fabbath gives us a pe- 
culiaropportunity toftudy Chrilt’s 
charaéter as God-man mediator— 
to enquire in 


various graces which he enjoins, 


and fo, to fecure the -bleffings | 


which he promifes to them who 
Tove and ferve him. That day 
fhould be devoted to thofe 
which prepare for eternity. As 
finners, we have much to do, and 


but little time, in which we can | 


do it. 


The fabbath gives every 


ene a proper and convenient op- | 
How | 


 e-ypt for this work. 
thould we prize this divine inftitu- 
tion! How fhould we rejoice, in 
the return of this day of holy ret ! 
A review of our lives, at Jeaft 
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could have been 


as EXpce | 


to the truths he teach- | 
es inthe gofpel—to exercife the | 


duties | 


fOcr. 


once ina week, is neceflary ; and 
if we are well difpofed, will be 
pleafant. Many ufeful reflections 
will naturally arife in the mind of 
every one, upon fuch a review ; 
as, how have I been profpered— 
what bleffings have i received— 
how many dangers and evils have 
I efcaped—what duties have I 
performed—what fins have I com. 
mitted—what are my views in 
life—what are my profpeéts be- 
yond the grave? A fuch a re- 
view, the vatt realities of eternity 
will naturally affe¢t our minds, 
and tend to excite us to know 
and do the will of God. Thus, 
the fabbath, from the reafons of 
its inflitution, and dyties enjoin- 
ed, appears to be of high import- 
ance, and great benefit to man. 
And it will appear fill more 
evident, that the fabbath was made 
for man, if we confider the civil 
and rehgious influence, which it 


‘has on families in particular, or 


on fociety in general. 

On the former, Mr. Addifon, 
fomewhere, has obferved, * That 
‘if the keeping of one day in 
‘ feven, were only an human infti- 
‘tution, it would be the beft 

method to polifh and civilize 
mankind. Tis certain, country 
people efpecially, would de- 
generate intoa kind of favages, 
were it not for the frequent re- 
turn of times, in which, whole 
ucighborhoods meet together 
with their beft faces, and in thei 
cleanlieft habits, to converfe to- 
gether—to hear their duty ex- 
plained and to join together in 
adoration of the Supreme Being. 
Sunday clears away the ruft of 
the whole week—not only, 2s 
it refrefhes in their minds notions 
of region, but puts them upon 
appearing in the beit manner, and 
‘ exerting fuch qualities as renders 


¢ them agreeable to cach other.”! 
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Thefe obfervations are jut; 
and we may add, that the obferv- 
ance of the fabbath will have a | 
tendency to fupprefs animofitics ; 
and to form and ftrengthen bined. 
thips. However men may have 
differed and '‘w rangied in the weck 
time, their meeting together, aad 


joiaing in folemn worhhi ip at the | 


throne of grace, wiil tend to me- 
liorate their tempers, convince of 


jin and to excite forgivenefs, un- | 


lefs they are of their father the 
devil, in an eminent degree. 

But the influence of the fab- 
bath in a religious view, is {till 
more important to fociety. By 
this, above ell other means, the 


knowledge and fear cf God are ! 


promoted ; and a fenfe of cur 
total dependence on him, for eve- 
ry thing, is conitantly maintained. 
‘The confcientious obfervance of 
that holy day, will, unavoidably, 
convince us of duty, due to God, 
ourfelves and fcllow creatures ; 
and every repeated obfervance will 
tend to itrengthen iuch conviction, 


and to ftir up our endeavors for | 


the right pe ‘rformance of duty. 
Many, in the lower clafles of 


fociety, can command little or no | 
!edtruth, that the defpifers and 


time but the fabbath, to gain re- 
licious knowledve and itruction 5 : 


and would, othewife, live in igno- | 
rance of Godand rehgion. And | 
too many im the higher circles of | 


life, who have time, would never 


take it, were it not forthe faluta- | 


ry reitraints of the fabbath. 


Thefe obfervations thew the | 


im portance of the fabbath to fo- 
ciety, in a civil and religious point 
of view. In this refpect, 10 in- 


titution, divive or human, is | 


The duties of 


comparable to it. 


the fabbath, tend to furnifh our | 
minds with ufcful knowledge—to 


inform our judgments and to regu. 
late our paffions. Our minds are 

RE» RE edb 
sacucrated, acquaintances aremade 
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—friendthips are contraéted—in- 
juries are forgiven and forgotten 

—vreverence for God, and refpec 
for civil and religious order is 
| promoted—-cleanlinefs, civility and 
decency are encouraged and prac- 
tifed. Thus, the aflembling of 
the people, and their exercifes on 
ihe fabbath, are a kind of cement 
' to fociety ; and ftrengthen all its 
bands of union, civil, moral and 
religions. 

And awful, indeed, would be 
the con equences, if fuch bands 
| were loofened, as they foon would 
i be, without the obfervance of 

that holy day. The knowledge 
‘and fear of God would be loft : 
Man would prey on maa, and fo- 
'cicty be a curfe ! True it is, re- 
lizious inftitutions do not keep 
all men within the bounds of rea- 


— 


er, the public adminiftrations of 
the fabbath do fomething. They 


keep upa fenfe of moral and reli- 


| 
| fon and good order ; yet, howev- 
{ 
| 


do much to reflrain their sislent xt 
paffions, and to flay the fpreading 
| of vice and infidchty ; and thus, 
| they promote pi ivate and public 
happ inefs. ad itis an undoubt- 


| gious principles among men 3; and 
| 
! 


| neglecters of the fabbath, how- 
ever they may bealt of their pat- 
riotifm and love of the people, 
are bittcr enemies, both to God 
and to their country. Long ex- 
perience, in concurrence with ho- 
ly writ, teachics, that Righieou/- 
ae/s exalteth 2 nation, but that fin 
is a reproach to any people. 

This laft thought reminds me, 
that the obfervance of the holy 
fabbath, will greatly advance the 
credit and intereft of religion. 
Senfible of this treth, the ene- 
mies of the crofs of Chrit have 
always {pited the fabbat hy and 
done what in them } lay, to bring 
that day into difrepute and neg 
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let. For proof of this, we have 
P ; 

no need to crofs the Atlantic. The 

profeffion and prattice of a mul- 

titude among ourfelves, are abund- 

antly fufficient. 

prefs the minds of profeffors, 


a conilant attendauce on the pub- 
lic duties of the fabbath. That 
day gives us an opportunity to 
foenk for God aud religion, to 
flep forth neapag as pillars of 
truth, as livhts in the world, hold- 
ing for: ‘bh the word o of life. 

fombbling on the Lord’s day, for 
reli gious worfhip, we openly pro- 
fefs our belief iu the being of God, 
and of the realitics of religion ; 
and do {pecially declare we are 
not ashamed of the crofs of Chrift. 
This does credit to religion, 
brings peace and comfort to our- 
felves, and bleflings on our fami- 
lies. It lifts up a itandard againit 
infidelity, encourages weak and 
fearful Chriftians, and ftrengthens 
and eftablifhes {uch as waver in 
opinion. 


that i in fociety, there are many 
who have no religion, and wou! id 
take no pains to acquire any, were 
it not for the affembling of God’s 
peopl: sonthe fabbath. They feel 
difpofed merely to"do, as others 
do, and fo, to go with the mulii- 
tude. 


On the Sabbath. 


POcr. 
were fo ftrict, 


our fathers In re- 


| quiring all the members a focie 


_ to attenil on the public worthip of 


the fabbath. 
This fhould im- | 


And had their pol. 


terity been equally confcientious, 


in this refpect, it would have had 
witha fenfe . the 1 anata ince of | 


a moft happy influence upon cur 
civil and religious intereft. 
I will only remark further, that 


' the obfervanee of the fabbath js 


day are, above all other 
By af. | 
By al- 

edze 
j 5 
of fin, righteoufnefs 


the love 


| cordingly, a 
_ for piety, 1s 
| his ‘rever 


| us for 
It is alfo worthy of obfervation, | T 


By this practice, though 


they fit as way-fide hearers, they | 


may, nd many, actually, have 
received the good feed of the word 
of God fown in their hearts. 
‘hus, the knowledge of God 
and a Saviour are brought tothe 
darelefs and ignorant. 
ties of the fal bbath call off their 
wttention from earthly things, and 
vaife their thoughts towards 
heaven. 

By fuch means, the kingdom of 
the Redeemer is both he mored 
wid advanced. Hence it was, 


The du- | 


| formation. 





very conducive to perfonal reli. 
The cuties of that holy 
means, 
ufeful to promote divine knowl. 
> and initru€tion—to convince 
nd judg- 
a to excite in our hearts 
f God, faith, hol inels 
joy. ne sugureainn of all 
real Chriftians emer to the profit 


and pleafure of the fabb:rh. 


g1ON. 


men 
abhaval 


ar d 
Ac- 
a man who is a 
always eminent for 


ence of the fabbath. 


Religion is ufeful in every em- 


ployment of life ; and, efpecially, 
do the duties of the Sabbath, fit 
the duties of the week. 
hey tend, as it were, to call us 
back from our paft wanderings, 
and fet us out anew on the path 


‘of duty; and fo, to fecure the 


bleffings of God. A man muft 
be hardened in fin, indeed, on 
whom the duties of the fabbath 
have no influence to check him in 
his evil praciices ; and to excite 
refolutions of repentance and re- 
One day in feven de- 
voted to God, in public worthip, 
will do much to fortify us againtt 
temptations from the world, the 
flefh and the devil ; otherwife, we 
have reafon to fear, we are hard 
on the borders of perdition. Were 
it not for the fabbath, we have 
ground to belie vey that our fouls 
would foon grovel on the ea: th 3 
and we fhould have .little or no 
{piritual affection left. 

Let us then highly prize that 
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holy day ; and not fay with the 
wicked “Jews sy What a weariacfs 
itis ! when will the fabbath be gone, 
that we may fet fart cuheat, making 
the ephah fmalt, an nd the foekel great : ? 
But rather let us fay, with the 
man after God’s own heart, How 
amiable are thy tabernac cles O Lord 
of “Hofs ! My foul longeth, yea, even 
a the courts of the Lord. 
Bcffed are they that davell in thy 
houfe : they evil be Sill prai jing thee. 
Many ufeful reflections are fug- 
gefted by this fubjeét: But 1 


may only obferve, that the ro0d- 


nefs of God is very manifeft, in| 
And { 


his giving a fabbath to man. 
for us to fpend it in carnal reft, in 


carelefnefs and inzttention to di- 
i 
vine things, or, in unneceflary at- | 


NRC SES 
tendance on our fecular aflairs, is 
difhonoring to God, aad injurious 
to ourfelves. 


And to clofe the day < 


and its 


forvice, in fafhionable vifits, and | 


in parties for amufements is highly 


deferving of cenfure: It fhows 


that we have been mere way-fide 
The profanation of the fabbat 
isacrying fix. It is the fource 
of infideli ity and loofe morals; 
and conftantly expof 
judgments of heaven. Parents 
and heads of families are, fpeciai- 
iy, called upon to recommend the 


obfervance of the fabbath, by 
‘aus 


their precepts and conilant exam- | 


le. And, fhould need require, 
»y their authority, t 
vicious and refractory, and com- 
pel attendance on put blic wort fhip. 
We cannot take too much pains in 
this matter. The nore ve ob- 
I the more hap- 


r 
-/ 
i 
1 
i 


ferve the fabbath, 

pinefs will vedio tous and our 

children —God will be more hon- 

$a “— we fhall, with ¢reater 

lence, look up to him thro’ 

2, for life and falvation. 
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Miami, 


es us to the 


o reftrata the | 


a 

43 
Religious Intelligence. 

Exirad of a letier from the Rev. 
Darin Bacon, Mi onary to 
the Indians, tothe Truflees of the 
B T:/ronary Soctety of ConneSicut, 


dated Micuizimaxinax, July 
2, 1802. 


THE 29th of April I fat ont 


for the Miami in a canoe with 


| ee and the man that I had 
| hired ; 
| able Pa we did not arrive at 


yut by reafon of unfavor- 


the mouth of the river until the 
4th of May. We were much f2- 
tigued with hard row: ng, a 1d were 
feveral times in danger by the vio- 
lence of the waves, but God was 
better to us than our fears. I 
was obiiged to go witheut the 
public : interpret ter, as he could nat 
be fpared. I farted however, with 
hopes of obtaining his brother, 
vho, as I was told, lived but a few 
miles out of my way 3; but after 
travelling till late in the night to 
fee him, with limbs that were 


\wearied with the fatigues of the 
hearers, and have gotten no ood. | 


day, I was difapp ointed of hi:n 
alfo.—But when I came to the 
I learned the reafon of 
thefe difappointments; for there 
T found an excellent interpretez 
in whem the Indians place the 
utmott confid nee, and who &rv- 
ed me faithfully fora much lefs 
fum than what either of the others 
| would have afked. His name is 
| William Dragoo. He appears to 
be a very worthy man, confid- 
ering the advantages he has 
enfoyed was, tak en prifoncr on 
the Mononcakela when he was 
ten were of 20 e, and ad opt 1 into 
. ' 


the he ad famih y of the 12.03 149 and 
is coniidered a chief. 
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would be down, we went up and 
itored my provifions and farming- 
tools at Fort Miami, eighteen 
miles above. Hearing there that 
the moft of them had gone down, 
we returned the next day to the 
mouth. The day after, I found 
that Little Otter, the head chief, 
and one other, were all that were 
in the main village where we we ere, 
and that the reit all lay drunk in 
the neighboring villages ; 
afternoon, I fpent feveral hours 
with thefe two, in explaining to 
them the origin and defigns of 
the Miffionary Society, and the 
benefits, temporal and {piritual, 
that they might expec to receive 


They appeared to pay good at- 


ed, Little Oiter obferved 


ply, that the Great Spirit had | 


been littening, and that they and 
their young men had been liiten- 


img to all that I had faid, that he | 
believed it was true—that the air 
appeared clear and no clouds in | 


the way, and that he would affem- 
ble his chiefs and hear me 
as foonas poflible ; but that till 
then, he could give me no fur- 
4} Cirer seth nie eran Saturdes 
cer aniwer.— i nis was oat ay 
the 8th.—Tahrough the fabbath 


ern 
~o* 


follawing, we enjoyed peac 
quietnefs in the midft of them.— 
Hitherto the moit of them had 
remained fober.—But the —. 
ing night we were dilturbed wit 

the rattles and ere of a2 num 

ber of individuals who fpent the 


: 
night in conjuring over a poor fick 


child in order to iave its life ; but | 


it died within a day or two after. 
Near morhing they began to 
drink, and by 8 o'clock feveral 
got to fighting. But at the re- 
quett of the fober Indians, who 
chofe not to interfere, we parte: 


them; and after fome time made | 





In the T 
| if it was poffible, he would affem- 


after 
from having me among them.— | 
| me that 
tention, and when I had conclude | 


' to attend to me. 


ce and | 
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of them was.fo far enraged as to 
attempt to murder his antagonift, 
As foon as this difturbance had 
fubfided, I called on Little 
who informed me that he fhould 
not be able to colleét his chiefs 
that day, as we had expected, as 
mot of them were ftill drunk ; 
but added, that they would be fo- 
ber the next day, as they were 
preparing to have a dance the 
Tuefday night following, and that 


ble them in feafon to attend to 


| my bufinefs firit, though he tho’ 


it doubtful whether they would 
be able to give me a hearing till 
the dance. The next da; 
he called upon me and informed 
they would not be col- 
lected in feafon, and obferved that 
as | was fent there by the Great 
Spirit, and my bufinefs was impor- 
tant, it would not do to have i 
hurried ; and that as it was necef- 
fary to have them all fober bef 

we entered on the betinets, 

wifhed me to wait three ip as 
they wonld not be prepared foon- 


| er, and as T might expect by that 


time to find thei wife, and ready 
As there were 
fick people who needed my char- 
ity, and as others were conttantly 
begging from me, I had then dil- 
poted of all my provifions, and 
found it neceffary to go up to the 
fort for more. When I arrived 
at my interpreter’ 8, Which was 
one mile above, I found there the 
head 1 chief of R ufhdaboo, who is 
‘ery troublefome when in liquor. 
1 percieved that he was intoxica- 
ted, and foon difcovered by his 
geitures, and the tone of his VOICe, 
while talking with another Indian, 
that he had fomething againit me. 
Within afew miantes he accofted 
in an angry manner, told me 
that he had heard bad news—that 


re 
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he had been informed that tac 


out to pacify them, though one | 
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white people were a going to col- 
leé&t all the Indians together, and 
then fall upon them and kill them; 

and that he believed that I had 
come upon that bufinefs. But f 
fuon convinced him, by means of 
my interpreter, that I had neither | 
ability nor inclination to deftroy 
them ; and that I had come a- 
mong them to be one of their 
people, and to do them all the 
good that wasin my power. He 
then gave me his hand and told 
he would be my friend ; but beg- 
ced that 1 would lend him a 
dollar to get fome whifky.—But 
i put him off by telling him that 
i nad been fo long from home, 
that I had fpent the moft of my 
money, and that i if I had to re- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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their annual conjuration-danc 

which is celebrated every dee 
on their return from hunting, and 
at no other time in the year. No 
one is fuffered to take a part in 
it, who has not ferved an ap ppren- 
ticefhip, and been regularly ad. 
mitted. Their number ufed to 
be but fmall, and confifted of 
men only; but it is now very great, 
and confifts of men and women 
and children that are above the 
age of 12 or 15. It appears to 


_be a very growing evil among 


main there much loager I did not | 


know but I fhould have to call 
on him for affiftance. But be- 
‘ore we parted he kiffled me more 
times than [ could have withed ; 
and hugged me till he obliged me 
to retura the compliment. As 
we hada itrong head wind, it was 
with difficulty “that we got but 
five miles upthe river that after- 
voor. We encamped about a 
quarter of a mile above their dan- 
cing ground. My Sieapome rv ad- 
vi fed me to go with him to fee 
them that evening ; and [ hada 
delire to be prefent, as I fuppofed 
that I might acquire fome infyrm- 
ation that sage be ufeful; but 
! thous gat it would not be prude: nt 
to be among them that might, as 
fein that fome of them were 
intoxicated, and that fuch would 
be apt to be jealous of me at that 
time ; and that nothiag x would be 

too ablurd for their imac “inations 
to conccive, or too cruel for their 
hands to perform. But as a fon 
of the head chief was fent early 
next Morning to invite me down, 
{ went to foe them. | had the 
greater defire to go, as this is 


“Vou. IL No. a 


oe 
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them of late; and is as much of 
a fecret as free mafonry. My 
interpreter, who has been bre@ up 
with them from a child, told me, 
that he knew nothing about it, 
as he had not thought fit to join 
them. Satan has not been igno- 
rant of what has been doing, of 
late, for the fpread of the gofpel 
among them ; and I believe that 
this, 2 and fpirituous liquor are the 
principal engines which he is em- 


ploying again! Lit. And I doubt 





| with it, has 10% the trade, and ha: 


not but he is flattering himfelf 
with hopes of fuccefs ; and 
certainly appearances feem to be 
in his favor, Mr. Anderfon, 
refpectable trader at Fort Mia- 
mi, told me that they had been 
growing worfe and worfe every 
year fince he has been acquainte 
with them, which is fix or feven 
years ; and that they have gone 
much greater lengths this year 
than he has ever known them be- 
fore. He affured me that it w 

a fat, that they had lain drunk 
this fpring, as much as ten or fif- 
teen days at feveral diflerent tre- 


ders above lm 3 and that fome cf 


them had gone fifte en days with- 
out tafting a mouthful of victuals, 

while they were in that fituation. 
Mr. Anderfon difapproves of the 
practice ; and by not CompHying 


ha 


turned his attention to his farm. 














a & oe 
st Ra nets 


a 


Aa. 


tea Sree < , 


3376 


He treated me very kindly, and 
feemed friendly to my defigns, and 
very defirous to have me come 
out there. 

The leaders of the dance I have 
mentioned, may be called conja- 
rers or doctors. “They are never 
without large bags of medicine, 
and their conjuring apparatus ; 
aid are fuppofed, by the Indians, 
to poffefs-great {killin medicine, 
and great power in bewitching. 
Sicknefs and ill fuccefs in hunt- 
ing are commonly afcribed to their 
agency. It is believed that they 
are able to potfyn or bewitch peo- 
ple’at any diftance ; or to afford 
relief to thofe who are poifoned 
or bewitched 3 which they fup- 
pofe to be the difficulty with the 
molt who ave fick ; and if any die 
without applying to one of thefe 
men, their death is ufually attrib- 
uted to this caufe. It is fuppof- 
ed, likewife, that they are able to 
heal the fick, where the Great 
Spirit does not interfere. In 
fhort, life and death, in moft in- 
ftances, are confidered to be at 
their difpofal. In cafes of ex- 
treme illnefs, they often fend great 
diitances for the moft noted, and 
give them whatever they afk, that 
is at their difpofal, which is com- 
monly a large fum, befides ftor- 
ing them with a plenty of provi- 
fions, efpecially with liquor. It 
is not uncommon for one of this 
defcription to require a horfe, fad- 
dle and bridle before he will un- 
dertake to effect the cure. And 
if he does not fucceed in the at- 
tempt, in order to give fatisfac- 
tion, he has only to report the 
Great Spirit killed him. Their 
pupils, before they can be admit- 
ted into their dance, are required 
to encamp one wintcr at lea{t near 
one of their order, for the pur- 
pofe of receiving their education. 


Then, when they carry their pre- 
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ceptor 2 fupply of the beft provi- 
fions they can procure, he will 
condefcend to inflru& them in 
medicine, and learn them the 
fongs and dances that are pecu- 
liar to themfelves. And at the 
time they are admitted into the 
dance, they have to give each of 
the conjurers a blanket or fhirt, or 
fomething equivalent. The In- 
dians frequently have other dan- 
ces, in which any one is allowed 
to take a part; but no one is 
admitted mto this, upon cheaper 
terms. Then after ferving a num- 
ber of years in this way, if there 
is not like to be too many of their 
order, they will inftruét them in 
the biack-art, and receive them 
into their number, for about one 
hundred dollars. But this reve- 
nue arifing from their difciples 1s 
not all: No one dares refufe 
them a fhare of any thing they 
have, if they do but afk for it. 
They are not chiefs, and have 
nothing to fay in public councils ; 
but they are fuperior to chiefs. 
The mott of the chiefs have fome 
little refpeé&t paid to them by the 
common people, and they may 
do fomething by advice and per- 
fuafion; but they have no au- 
thority or power to enforce their 
commands ; and they receive no 


; 
| emoluments ; and commonly fuf- 


fer as much from indigence as any 
in the nation. With few excep- 
tions, the only honor put upon 
them, that is worth mentioning, 
is, that they are allowed to trans- 
act national affairs,and their voice 
allowed to be decifive in councils. 
But in all their decifions they 
muft take care that they do not 
offend their conjurers ; as they 
ftand in as flavith fear of them as 
any of the common people. So 
that thefe vile impottors are, 1 
fa&t, the lords and governors of 
the nation. In re influence 
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and authority, I think they have 
hardly been out-done by the 
Popes of Rome. Thefe are a 
fet of enemies that F was not 
aware of, 
my information refpeCting them 
from Mr. Anderfon and my in- 
terpreter at the Miami, whofe tef- 
timony I am warranted torély on. 
Tt has likewife been confirmed to 
me by others. I have underftood 
that Mr. Elliot and Mr. Brainard 
gave fome account of thefe men in 
their journals, but I have never 
read Mr. Elliot’s; and it is fo 
long fince I have read that part 
of Mr. Brainard’s, that I have 
forgot what he hasfaid refpecting 
them—lI think it is not reafonable 
to fuppofe that the chiefs will be 
generally difpofed to be friendly 
to the preaching of the gofpel 
among them, when they come to 
find that it is addrefled to them 
as well as others ; as thofe who 
pride themfelves in being the firft 
in the nation, and the moft fit 
to give inftructions, will doubt- 
lefs be the laft to receive them. 
But if I miftake not, the conju- 
vers will be much the moft bitter, 
active and fuccefsful oppofers ; for 
if they have but half an eye, they 
will perceive at once that their 
craft is in danger. Surely, no 
Miffionary, who views things as 
I do, will ever encounter and 
withitand the united influence of 
thefe enemies of all righteoufnefs, 
and the overbearing influence of 
fpirituous liquor, without a firm 
and ftedfaft faith in Him, who 
has fubdued principalities and 
powers, and is able to fubdue all 
things to himfelf. God grant 
that I may foon experience thofe 
unknown degrees of grace which 
are neceflary to fit me for the ar- 
duous conflict ! 

T have converfed with traders 
and interpreters from mot of the 
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different nations in this country, 
and from what I can learn, there 
are none but what acknowledge 


| that there is a Great and Good 
I obtained the chief of | 


Spirit, who has made all things ; 
and that there isa bad fpirit.— 
But what feems remarkable, is, 
that moft, if not all their prayers 
and facrifices are offered to the 
bad fpirit. The reafom they af- 


fign for it is, that the good Spirit 


will not hurt them ; and that the 
bad fpirit will, if they do not 
make ufe of thefe means to paci- 
fy him. Jt feems that they are 
literally, worfhipers of devils ; and 
I have no doubt but they receive 
fpecial affiftance from them. Ac- 
cording to report, the exploits of 
the conjurers im their dances, 
could not be performed without 
the evil agency of invifible beings. 
However fome may fneer at the 
idea, J think that it is not unfcrip- 
tural ; and they cannot be ra- 
tionally accounted for in any 
other way. Thefe exploits are 
performed only in the night.— 
What they are, I fhall not un- 
dertake to fay, as I was not pref- 
ent to fee them. While I was 
there, the chief of their time was 
taken up in conjuring over their 
medicine and in rattling and 
drumming, fmging and dancing. 
Each of thefe dancers had {kins 
of fur-animais filled with pulver- 
ized medicine, which they would 
pulf into each other’s faces as 
they were dancing. This had ve- 
ry different effeis on different 
perfons. My interpreter inform- 
ed me that, when it firft itrikes 
the face of the newly received 
members, they fall down motion- 
lefs and remain for ten or fifteen 
minutes with fcarce any figns of 
life. As they were admitted at 
the beginning of the dance, 1 
was net witnefs to this myfelf ; 
but when I came there they look- 
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ed like death, and would fall as 
foon as it reached them, unlefs 
held up ; but they would com- 
monly rife again within the {pace 
of one or two minutes. On the 
old ones, who were moft experi- 
enced, it appeared to have much 
lefs effect. They did not fall ; 

bet they conducted much ike 
perfons flrangled with fuuff. I 
was told by my interpreter, that 
when drunken Indians, who did 
not belong to the dance have ven- 
tured in among them, and acci- 
dentally renewed fome of the med- 
icine, it has very near coft them 
their lives. From all this I con- 
cluded that it was compofed of 
very poifonous materials ; and 
that the different effets which it 
had on different perfons, was ow- 
ing to make. The dancers ap- 
peared to be about 150 tn num- 
ber, and very gaily drefied. Their 
parade was upon a_ beautiful emi- 
nence upon the bank of the river. 
The turf was taken off of their 
dancing ground, which was ebout 

twenty feet in seep and forty in 
jength. In the middle flood a 
red pot with a oo tite feather in 


the top, round which the conju- | 
rers took their fland, who feemed | 


to be muficiaiisto the reft, who 
were dancing round them. On 
cach fide they had bark roofs 
erected, under which they {moked 
their pipes and refrefhed them- 
{elves when fatizued. The mott 


of them had begun to be intexi- | 


cated, and fome of them were 
very noify and quarrelfome ; but 
when they attempted ‘to fight, 
the reft would hold them till they 

got pacified, or till they got them 
drunk enough to fccp. The In- 
cians who did net belong to 
the dance, were feated round at 
fome diftance from the reft, and 
were merely fpectators. I took 


my ftand by the fide of my inter- 


Letter from Rev. D. Bacon. 





‘and rec colleétin e 
| could not rai 


ly ftrengthened. 


| abilities of the I 


[Ocr. 


preter at the end of a bark hut, 
within four or five rods of them, 
where I had a fair ee 
While I was ftanding there I re. 
collect to have feen one of the 
conjurers walking about for fome 
time, and looking at me, but | 
paid no attention to him till I faw 
him advancing very fait towards 
me, with a countenance that be- 
fpake bad intentions. He was 
juit enough in liquor to feel in- 
folent and courageous. ‘The near- 
er he advanced, his countenaftce 
affumed a more threatening afpect. 
By the time he came within a 
rod of me, while approaching me 
with greater {peed, he railed out 
at me, flourifhing his fifl, and 
charged me with defpiling them, 
and with coming there to mak« 
ame of them. I muit acknowl. 
edge, with fhame, that I wa: 
daunted at the firft fhock, being 
off from my guard; but on looking 
to God for grace and ftrength, 
that this enemy 
e his hand without 
y was immediate- 
As foon as 
the words were interpreted to me, 
I replied that he was miitaken, 
and that what he faid was not 
true, that Thad a great regard for 
the Indians and had come out ina 
friendly manner to vifit them, in 
order to do them good—that | 
had been invited there by one of 
his people, but that I had not 
come there with the leaft inten- 


his agency, 


' tion of making {port of them. 


This; however, did not fatisf 
him, for he immediately added, 
that he fuppofed that I thought 
that he was poor, and that he 
did not know much 3 but he faid 


| that he had property at home, 
| and that 


he thought himfelf as 
good as a white man. I —: 
that I had a goed opinion of the 


and that 


Indians, 
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e had no reafon to think that I 
was difpales to undervalue them, 
as I had come out to live with 
ton to be one of their people, 
if they were willing to receive 
me. But he faid th at he did not 
want to have me flay there; aad 
obferved that when the French 
came into this country the Wyan- 
cots and fome others embraced 

othe religion, but that they had 
ot, and “did not like it, and had 
always continued in their own 
way ; and added, that the Great 
Spirit iad made him aa Indian, 
made him red, and made him ev- 
ery way jult as he was, and placed 
him there on that groun id ; and 
‘aud that he meant to rem in jut 
as “~ was; and that he did not 
mean to hear to me. He added 
further, as I underitood my im- 
terpreter, that they did not pray ; 
but, pointing to the dance, faid 
that that was the way that they 
did. I fuppofe his meaning was, 
that they did not pray to the 
Good Spirit, but to the bad {pirit, 
as that is undoubtedly the cafe 
when they are conjuring. I told 
bin that [ was waiting to havea 
council, with the chieis ; and if 
they were not generally difpofed 
tohave me flay, f fhould go away 
immediate ly. And i obferved 
iuat, if I did flay, he or any othe 
one would be at liberty to do jutt 
as they pleated about embracing 
my religion. Hie held up his 
meditine bag, and faid he fuppo- 
fed L thought that that was a bad 
thing, and that their Way was a 
; but he faid that bag 
Was a gi ail thing, and that there 
was nothing bad ia it ; and that 
their way was avery good one, 
and much better for them thaa 
ours. But he faid if we ung 
our religion was fo much better 
than theirs, he wanted to know 
wh y our peopte did not teach it 


on one 
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to their forefathers, when they 
firit came into this country. He 
faid if our peopie had b egun with 
the ladians then, that they might 
have learned our religion, and 
been ail of our way now. But he 
faid that their forefathers were all 
dead and gone; and. they had 
continued in their way fo long, 
that they could not turn about 
now. I told him that cur peo- 
pie did do fomething to chriftian- 
ize the Indians then, that lived 
near them; and that they had 
been doing fomeihing fince ; but 
that wars between us and them, 
and awant of miuifters, with many 
other difficulties had prevented 
them from being able todo much 
till of late. He then related to 
me the fhameful, and horrid fto- 
iy> reipecting the poor innocent 
Moravian Indians on the Mufkin- 
gum, who were inhumaaly mur- 
dered, in the late revolutionary 
war, by a band of our American 


volunteers. And he added that 


they might e: expect to experience 
fomethin: g Emil lar if if they received 
me ainongit them. I: repl d that 


we were as angry with thofe c 
el murderers as they 
but that it was difficult to Roe 
wicked men from doing miichief 
tn time of war. I obferved, how- 
ever, that as at peace 
with our red brothers, they had 
nothing now to fear, as our ood 
pecple did not _ to hurt them, 
and our bad peop! le would noi be 
faifered to do it in time of peace. 
To cut the buiinefs fhhort, as he 
was difpofed to be tedious, i of- 
fered him my hand, and told 
him { mutt leave him, as 1 was in 
ahurry to go up the river—that 
if J remained there, and he Wih- 
8 to have any With 
ne, he mult come to fee Me 5 and 
adi d that, 
e 


he had faid, if I came 
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Eve, [ meant to treat him well ; 
and that I meant to have him 
for one of my beft friends. At 
firft, he feemed unwilling to re- 
ceive my hand, but on hearing 
that I meant to be a friend to 
him, he fhook “y. hand, and faid 
if that was the cafe, he would be 
a frierxd to me, and as a token of 
this, invited me to come and eat 
meat and bear’s greafe with him. 

This was s Wednefday the 12th 
of May.—F then went up to the 
fort, and as I thought it doubtful 
whether they would receive me, 
{ brought down all my things. 
When I returned I found the 
prolt of them fober. 

Friday the 14th, in the after- 
noon I got them afiembled at the 
mouth of the river. After a fhort 
introduftion I deltvered the Truf- 
tees’ addrefs to them; which I 
endeavoured to make as plain aad 
familiar to them as poilible. fF 
had read it, and explaincd it to 
my interpreter before ; 


but fear- | 
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ing thet that would not be fuffi- | 


° | 
erent, I took care now, to read | 


him but a few lines at a time, and 
then, to exprefs the ideas in a len- 
guage better adapted to his capa- 
city, z wl more agreeable to their 
modes of {fpeaking. I think the 
addrefs was much too long, i. e. 
that it contained too many ideas 
on that fubjedt, to them fo un- 
interelling, to be delivered to In- 
dians at onee, but this made it 
mich loneer. Little Otter was 
too unwell to attend that after- 
noon. f{ was glad that I had ex- 
plained the bulinefs to him before; 
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if not withcontempt. ‘Fhe mof 
of the chicfs, though not conju- 
rers, belonged to the dance, and 
1 obferved “that thefe took a more 
active part in it than others,— 
Little Otter belongs to the dance, 
iikewife, but he appeared to take 
alefs adtive part, and he treated 
what } had to fay with much more 
refpect. When fpeeches are de- 
livered to them, it is ufual for * 
moft of the chiefs and old men, 
to give their hioh at the end of 
every paragraph, or miterpreta- 
tion. It feems to be always a 
fign of attention,and when breath- 
ed out ftrong, of approbation. — 
When fuch parts of the addrefs 
were interpreted to them as ac- 
corded with their notions of 
things, fuch as, that there is a 
God who made all things, and 
that we mult not murder, fteal, 
cheat or lie, &c. they gave the 
fign of attention that I have men- 
tioned, thougir with a degree of 
backwardueis. ‘lo other parts 
of the addrefs, they appeared to 
pay very little attention, and at 


'moft wholly withheld the fign of 


it. We were much difturbed the 


'moft of the time by the halloo- 


and I apprehend that he heard | 


the moft of it now, as he lay in a | 


flag camp, 
door of the bark houfe 
was Celivered From 
i could difcover, the leading ones 
who were prefent, were difpofed 
te treat tie matter with neglect, 


that it 


that was clofe to the 


ing, {creaming and lavghing of 
a multitude of their young men, 
who were playing ball round the 
houfe. This fhows the difficulty 
of teaching a diforganized people. 

Before 1] began “the addrefs, F 
marked out on ‘the ground, a map 
oflake Erie, the itate of New- 
York fer Conneéticut—divided 
the latter into towns, and deferib- 
ed a great houfe in the middle of 
cach, wiere our people met to 

vorfhip God, and hear his minif- 
ters—deferibed another at Hart- 


ford for the General A ffociation; 


what | 


and, for convenience, another at 
New-Havea for the Legiflature, 
and a ftill greater one at the city 
of Wathington for Congrefs. ‘Pius 
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excited their curioiity, and ferved 
to give them an idea of Conneéti- 
Ctl the number of our minitters 
and the regularity of our towns ; 
and it helped them to underftand 
thofe parts of the addrefs which 
fpake of the General Affociation, 
the Miffionary Society and the 
Legiflature. And it helped me 
likewife, to give them a more juft 
tdea of the importance of the dif- 
ferent chara¢ters which compofe 
the honorable Board of Truftees, 
as I could point them to the great 


houfes to which the different ci | 


vilians belonged ; and tell them 
what important flations they held 
in them—I informed them that 
the other fix were as great in the 
miniitry. I had taken care be- 
fore this to let them know that I 
had a written recommendation 
from one of the great chief war- 
nors of the United States. 


the more particular with refpect 


to fuch charatters, as they feel the 
moft dependent on thefe, and 
lave the greateft refpect for them. 
At the conclufion of the addrefs 
i obferved to them, that if their 
patience was not exhaued I 


[ was | 


them if ‘Ged .had defigned ti for 
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_ tions which I fuppofed they flood 
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| 
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thould be glad if they would hear | 


what I had to fay tothem. And 
as they readily complied, and 
feemed to pay better attention, I 
cclivered them a pretty lengthy 
ipeech, in which I carefully no- 
ticed every thing of importance, 
that appeared to me to be to the 
purpofe. Suppofing that they 
might want to know why we had 
not fent them a miuifler before, 
fince we were fo urgent to have 
them receive one then, I informed 


them we had been prevented by 
wars, by a want of miniflers and 
by ther living at fuch a great dif- 
tance from us; but that we had 
fent minillers to the other Indian 
nations who lived nearer to us. 
Having heard of four objec. 


| 





ready to offer, I brought them 
up and anfwered them. 

The frit objeGtion was, that 
our religion was not defigned for 
Indians. In anfwering this, I 
availed myfelf of the. declarations 
and promifes of {cripture to the 
contrary, and the command of 
Chritt, to preach it to every crea- 
ture (which dtold them 1 could 
fhow them ) and the fuccefs which 
he had given to the miniftry. 

The fecond objection that 7 
noticed was, that our religion was 
not «ood for them. In replying 
to this, I fhowed them what «© 
fects it would have on their chil 
dren, on their young men, who xt 
was laid, did not mind tthe chiefs 
as they ufed to, and on fociety ia 
general ; how it would fit them far 
heaven, ond give them a fre title 
to it—that it muft be good far 


them—that other Indian ‘nations, 
to whom we had fent mintbers, 
had tried it, and found it to be 


good, and that they would do. 


wrong to condemn it, or reject it 
without trying it. 

The third obje€tion was, that 
by liflening to me they would ex- 
pofe themiclves to the fateof the 
peor Moravians, who were de- 
troyed by our people, in confe- 
quence of their embracing our 
religion. 

In anfwering this, I obferved 
to them, that they could have 
nothing to fear from having me 
among them, or from fiitenimng to 
me, becaufe that our bad men 
would not be allowed to hurt 
them now, as our peopic were at 
peace with them, and thei gicat 
fathers in coagrefs were difpefed 
to treat them a as their children. 

The fourth objection I thought 
to be much the moitt important, 
and the moft difficult to ayfwer 
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It was this, that they could not 
live sogyther fo as to receive any 
account of their 
fighting and killing one another 
- when intoxicated. 


Two had been killed but a few 
days before at the trader’s above ; 


and I found that they feldom got 
together without kiling sored 
that their villages there were little 
more than places ofgrefidence for 
fall and fpring, asthey were obl:- 
ged to be abfent in the winter on 
account of hunting, and as they 
found it arpa to live apart in 
the fi 1ummM 
and that the moft of the 


. 
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were 
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learn to fpeak Englith ; and that 
then, they might have emia pn 


rine 


| ted in their own language for they 


to read—that I would. fhow them 
and affift them what I cou! 
about making carts and ploughs, 
and about ploughing their ground, 
fo that they might improve thei 

horfes, which were then almofl 
ufelefs to them ; and raife a plen- 
ty of corn and wheat, potatoes, 
{quaflies and tobacco, horfes and 
caitle, fheep, hogs and poultry— 


| that I would fhow them and afiit 


| them what I could about’ build- 


r on account of liquor ; | 


going to difperfe in a few days for 


planting, when they would be 


from ten to fifty miles apart, and | 


not more than two or three fami- 
lies ina place. ‘To remove this 
objection, I acknowledged the 
difficulty of their living together 
while they made fuch free ule of 
fpirituous liquor ; and propofed to 
them to begin and build a new vil- 
age upon this condition, that no 
one fhould be allowed to get 
drunk in it ; that if they would 


ing a mill, building houfes and 
making furniture for their houfes 
—that I would make them wheels 
and fhow them about makiag 
looms 3 and that my wife would 


’ 


| learn their young women to make 


their own cloth—that our good 


| people would fend them on fchool 
matters enough to fchool ail theiv 


, mar 


drink, they fhould go off and | 


ftay tili they had it over, and that 
if any would not comply \ with this 
law, they fhouid be obliged to 


leave the v illagre. 


o 


I then fhowed them the advan- 
tages of adopting the plan—that 
they would Jive in peace, as they 
never quareiled when they were 
fober—that, with my aflitta: Ce, 
they would be able ins rive their 
children an education ; for want 
of which they were going on 
blindfold in their bufinefs with 
white people, who frequently im- 
pofed upon them ; but who would 
not have it in their power, if they 
once had eyes of their own, to 


fee for themfelves; as would be 
the cafe if their you! 1g chiefs and 
@thers fhould get aa educati 





them ¢t] 


/ aS 


] “a See a 
/ peopice, ana ior thote 


on and | Jy attend to 


children for nothing—-that I would 
try to have them fend ona black- 
fmith, who good man, and 
would mend their guns and do all 
their work forthem in the 
iner, and ai a much more rea- 
fonabie price than what they had 
to give for it then; befides faving 
ie trouble of going a great 
I told them that, 
their land was excellent, if 
they would adopt this plan, and 
their young men would afilt their 
women and children, they might 
enjoy all thefe privileges within a 
few years without working hard ; 
and that then they would. have a 
comfortable their oid 
who were 
lick, where they could remaia 
throueh wiater whilit the 
others were gone to their hunting 
grounds ; and, what was infinitely 
more than all the reft, they might 
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tie 


| then enj joy the religion of God’ $ 
word, w a 1, if — would right- 
vould make them 
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unfpeakably happy forever. I 
then brought into view the confe- 
quences that would follow if they 
did not liften to this propofal.— 
I told them that game was grow- 
ing fearce, and that, as the white 
people were fettling round them, 
it would foon be too fcarce for 
them to live by hunting—that 
if they did not teach their chil- 
dren to cultivate the land, and 
raife their living out of it aswe did, 
that they would foon be fo poor 
and hungry that they would not 
know what todo—thatat beft, they 
would fell their excellent land for 
little or nothing, and be obliged 
to leave that pleafant river, and 
delightful country, and feek a 
home in fome diftant and un- 
known wildernefs. And I ob- 
ferved to them, that, fince it was 
thus, I hoped they would liften 
to my advice; and that they 
would not only prevent liquor 
from being brought into the pro- 
pofed village, but that they 
would entirely defift from drink- 
ing it—that I would have them 
more afraid of thofe who brought 
it among them, than thofe who 
came againft them with fire-guns. 
To convince them of this, I af- 
fured them that the country be- 
tween them and the Atlantic, 
which was once thickly inhabit- 
ed with Indians, had become al- 
moft entirely depopulated, prin- 
cipally by means of this deftroy- 
ing liquor. And I added that 
this univerfal drunkennefs was 
very difpleafing in the fight of 
Ged, and had provoked him to 
give them up to die, as it were, 
by their own hands; and that, if 
they continued to go on as cthers 
had done, they mutt expect ere 
long,to be univerfally {wept from 
the earth in like manner. I told 
them, that they might think that 
they could not keep from drink- 
Vou. IIT. No, 4. 





ing, but that, if they would ftrive 
againft it, and pray to the Great 
Spirit to help them, that he 
would enable them to keep from 
it—that, if they had any re- 
gard to their welfare, the leaft 
that they could think of doing, 
would be to accept of my affiit- 
ance, and follow my advice with 
refpect to the village I had pro- 
pofed, and not fuffer any liquor 
to come into that. J told them 
that I might have lived much hap- 
pier at home, among my dear 
friends and acquaintance, where 
we had every thing that was com- 
fortable around us ; but knowing 
how much they needed my af- 
fiftance, and having a great love 
for them, and being command- 
ed by God, I had forfaken 
all, and had comea great dif- 
tance to fpend my days with 
them, in order to make them 
happy in this world and in the 
world to come—that I had come 
by the defire of God’s minifters 
and good people, who tenderly 
loved them, who had always been 
their beft, and only true friends, 
both in time of war and in time 
of peace; and had always been 
praying to God for them, that 
they might enjoy thofe great pri- 
vileges which they had now been 
at fo much pains and expenfe to 
help them to—that I had not 
come merely of my own accord, 
or by the defire of thofe good 
people, but that I was fent there 
by God himfelf, who commanded 
them to liften to me—that fince it 
was thus, if they. did not receive 
me, and attend to the goou things 
which I was fent to teach them, 
they would make me very forrow- 
ful, exceedingly grieve the hearts 
of God’s minifters and people, 
and, what wasinconcievably worfe, 
they would dreadfully offend the 
God who had fent me, and make 
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him véry angry with them. To 
conclude my fpeech to them, | 
told them that they were not to 
blame for not having this good re- 
ligion fent to them before ; but 
that if they rejected it now it was 
fent, rejected the goodnefs of God 
in fending it to them, and all our 
kind offers to them, which had 
coft us fo much trouble and ex- 
penfe, they would certainly be 
inexcufable ; and that If therefore 
hoped they would give me a fa- 
vorable anfwer. 

I was thus urgent with them, 
becaufe I fufpecied that the mott 
of them were determined net to 
receive me. They heard me with 
the more patience on account of 
my having furnifhed them, in the 
firft place, with as much tobacco 
as they could fmoke. As the 
Truftces’ addrefs took up fo much 
time, I fhould have been glad 
to have been much fhorter ; but, 
as I troucht the cafe doubtiul, I 
was unwilling to omit any thing 
which might be to the purpofe. 
The moft of the chiefs remained 
together that night. They af- 
feeabled on the grafs the next day, 
at about 12 o clock, and fent for 
me. Little Otter was well enough 
to attend ; and he delivered me 
the following fpeech, with fever- 
al of the ideas often repeated. 

Brother, We litened to you 
yelterday, and heard all you had 
to fay tous. Since that, we have 
been thinking of what you faid 
to us, and have been talking it 
over among ourfelvcs, and have 
made up our minds. Now Bro- 
ther, if you will lillen to us, we 
will give you an anfwer. But 
it is our way to be very om tom 
Our white brothers, when de 
make f{peeches, are very lengiliv. 
They read. and write fo much, 
that they getin a great many lit. 
te things. Butit is not fo with 
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your red brothers. When we 9 
on any great bufinefs, and have 
any great things to fay, we fay 
them in few words. Brother, we 
underftand that you are fent out 
here by the Great Spirit, and by 
his good people, who live in one 
of the fixtcen fires. Brother, we 
believe that you.have not come 
alone, or of your own accord ; 
but that you are fent out here, as 
you fay, by the Great Spirit, and 
by fome of his great black-gowns* 
and great men who make laws.— 
And we thank thofe great Fa- 
thers for being fo kind to us. 
Brother, we like what you have 
faid to us. We know that it is 
all true, and all very good.— 
When you was talking, you kept 
looking up, and faid a great deal 
tous about the Great Spirit.— 
We believe that there is a Great 
Spirit, who has made the world, 
the fun, the moon, the ftars, the 
ground, the water, the trees, and 
all the men, creatures and things 
that are in the werld. Brother, 
we underiland that you have come 
to teach us and our children how 
to worfhip the Great Spirit ; and 
what wemuit do to pleafe him,and 
be happy in this world and in the 
world to come. We underftand 
that you want to have us raife a 
plenty of corn and wheat, horfes 
and cattle, and all the other crea- 
cures and things that you raife ; 
and that you want us to live like 
the people that wear hats. And 
we believe that you and our gicat 
fathers that fent you, wifh to do 
us all the good you can—that 
you want to make us happy not 
only here, but in the other world. 

Srother, we know that you {poke 
true when you teld as that our 


* Black-cowns, their name for mine 
iters, was “probably taken from the 
gowns worn by the Roman Cathouc 
prichs, 
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game was growing {carce, and 
that it would foon be fo that we 
could not live by hunting, as we 
ufed to. We feel very poor ; 
and we do not know how we are 
a going to live, or what we fhall 
do. Now Brother, if you and 
your great black-gowns and “9 iefs 
want to help us, and make us 
happy, why dont you ftop your 
people from fettling fo near us ? 
If you would do this, we might 
have game enough, and do very 
well. 

Brother, We know that it is ail 
true what you fay to us about the 
ttuff the white people make, which 
we like fo well. We know that 
it makes us foolifh, and quarrel 
fome, and poor ; and that it de- 
flroys us, and has greatly dimin- 
ifhed our number—that we ufed 
to be much happier before it 
came among us, and that it would 
be much better for us, to be en- 
tirely without it. We don’t make 
it; Indians don’t know how to 
make it, and have nothing to 
make it of. If your people did 
not make it and bring it to us, 
we fhould not have it. Andif 
we did not fee it we fhould not 
care any thing about it. But 
when we get a tafte of it, we love 
it fo well, we do not know how to 
op drinking. Brother, fince it 
is fo, wliy do you not ftop your 
people from bringing it omnes 
us ? If you would do this, then 
perhaps you might get us to come 
and live together in one village, 
io that you might have an oppor- 
tunity to inftru& us, and do us 
good. But until this liquor is 
itopped, we fhall quarrel fo among 
ourfelves, when we get it, that w 
cannot many of us live saieliee 
in the fame village ; and you will 
not be ableto do any thing with 


Brother, What you have faid 
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to us is all true, but we would 
not with to fleal thefe good words 
or keep them to ourleives . We 
underftand that you was fent out 
to travel round and vifit the In- 
dians in order to find out their 
minds refpeting this bufinefs. 
You have feen buta few Indians 
yet. There are a great many 
that live away back of us. If you 
was to go and fee them all, it 
would take you two or three 
years. We think you had better 
goand talk with them all, and 
fee what thev think about it. And 
if they will agree to have black- 
gowns, we will agree to have one 
too. Thisis all that your red 
brothers have to fay to you. 

I fuppofe they meant to re- 
quire me to ficp all the liquor, 
and get the cotfent of ali the In- 
dians to receive minifters, before 
they would receive me. This, 
they doubtlefs thought, would 
be putting the matter off far 
encugh for the prefent ; and that 
it would be a more polite way of 
anfwering me, than to fay no. But 
I was nat difpofed ‘to take even 
no for an udeek: till I had a far- 
ther trial, Therefore, as foon as 
he had finifired his fpeech, I beg- 
ged another hearing, and delive: 
ed them another ipeech, 2 sslengthy 
as my firft, in which I was ena- 
bied, with the greateft eafe, to re- 
move every dithcuity which they 
had artfully flung i ng my way ; to 
reprefent things in the clearelt 
light, and to prefs the matter 
home, in fuch a manner, as forced 
them to a fair explanation. But 
time and patience require me to 
be very brief in my account of it. 
I told them the fault wi ith refpect 
to our pecple’s fettlmg fo near 
them, was their own, as they fold 
them the land—that their obferv- 
ations againft liquor, were very 
encouragiag ; cfpeciall y as the 
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fame had been made by Little 
Turtle in his fpeech to the Prefi- 
dent, which was in behalf of fev- 
eral nations ; and as the fame had 
been warmly expreffed by the head 
chief of the Shawanefe—that it 
was not in the power of our good 
people who had fent me, to put a 
itop to it; but that they would 
ucjoice to hear that they were op- 
pofed to having it come among 
them ; and that, if they would get 
the other nations to join chem, 
and petition Congrefs “againtt it, 
our good people would undoubt- 
edly do the fame in their behalf ; 
and that then there would be little 
danger but that the united influ- 
ence of the whole would prevail; 
and that Congrefs would pafs a 
Jaw to prevent liquor from being 
carried into the Indian country. 
1 aflured them that nothing fhould 
be wanting on my part to bring 
this about. 

Ficre I enlarged on the tranfi- 
entnefs of the pleafures derived 
from it, and the mifchievous and 
deftructive ccnfequences attend- 
ing it; and on the happy confe- 
quences that would follow the 
prohibition of it ; and urged 
them to ufe their utmoft endea- 
vors to get as many of the Indian 
nations as poflible to join them, 
and fend in their petition without 
delay. 1 informed them that 
fome of the fix nations on the Al- 
legany, through the influence of 
the Quakers who were among 
them, had come to the noble re- 
{slution to dafh the heads of eve- 
ry keg of liquor that was offered 
for fale to their people, and had 
acted accordingly ; and that, if 
they fhould not bd fuccefsful in 
petitioning Congrefs, it would be 
not only juftifiable in them, but 
their indifpenfable duty to follow 
their example. But I teld them 
that it would do bv no means for 
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them to think of doing without a 
minifter till this experiment could 
be made—that if they thought 
they had not refolution enough in 
general to adopt, and purfue the 
plan I had propofed, there would 
probably be fome who would be 
willing to attempt it—that if they 
would make choice of a place for 

a village, I would begin it, if } 
could not get more than one or 
two families to begin with me— 
that I would be lear ning their 
language, {chooling their childre n 
and receiving new “gheiiers into 
the fociety as falt as they were 
difpofed to comply with the re- 
gulations of it ; and that I would 
do what I could for the comfort 
of the aged or the fick, who 
might be left there through the 
winter, and exert myfelf to 
promote the general interelt of the 
whole. I then pointed out the 
advantages that would occur to 
the children, the aged, the fick 
and all who would be fo wife as to 
comply with my propofals. And 
I reprefented the flourifhing {tate 
the village would probably be in 
before many years, if they would 
fuffer me to make this beginning, 
as the moft of them mutt foon be 
convinced that it was for their 
intereft to come and live in it, and 
follow my advice. I told them 
that it was all in vain for them to 
think that they could profper and 
do well while they rejected what 
God had to fay to them by his mi- 
nifters—that he had been very an- 
gry with the Indians for their 
wickednefs (fhowing them in what 
it confifted ) and had fuffered them 
for feveral hundred miles, to melt 
away before the white people, 

like the fnow before the fun ; and 
that the only way that they could 
expect to profper was by - liftent: ng 
to ~_ he had to fay to them by 
me. I affured them that if they 














ta 
ald 
ht 

in 


ld 


1802. | Letier from Rev. D. Bacon. 157 


would come am! live together and 
build a great houfe for God, and 
meet in it and worfhip him.ev i 
feventh day, as our good people 
did, and do as God told them to 
do in his book, and by his mini- 
fters, that he would not fuffer 
them to be deitroyed as he had 
che other Indians, but would pre- 
ferve them and profper them as he 
had the white people. 

With refpect to vifiting all 
the other Indians, I obferved to 
them that it would ‘be of no fer- 
vice to get the confent of every 
tribe, as Icould ferve but one, 
and as our good people were not 
prepared to fend out any more a 
prefent ; that if I travelled round 
as they had propofed, 1 might 
not find any Indians who were fo 
well inclined as they were, or who 


would be difpofed to receive me— 


that they had a fufficient number 
about them for me to begin with 
—that if they wifhed to have all 
the other ludians join them in 
thefe things, the bell way was for 
them to fet the example, and fhow 
them the happy confequences, 
which would preach louder to 
them than any thing I could fay 
ordo. I concluded what I had 
to fay to them in the following 
words. Fathers, you fee that I 
am very sawing to leave you. 
i have come a great way to vilit 
you, il I find there is a Los ofpect 
of my dein g you fo much good if 
i} remain here, that I do not 
know how to think of going 
away. Youfee tha tit isjuft with 
me as it is with yourchildren. If 
you tell them that yeucan’t have 
them with you, and that they mut 
go off andlock out for another 
h ome ; they will tell you that they 
love you fo that they can’t ave 
you. And if youinfft on their 
yoing awe ay, they will hang round 
you, and tell you they can’§; 


and they will plead with you to 
let them live with you, and will 
tell you how much good they will 
do you if you willlet them ilay. 

Now, Fathers, if you will rtd 
turn away your children who love 
you and are willing to do any thing 
tor yous and who plead with you 
im this manner to keep them, I 
think I may conclude that you 





will not turn me away. I then 
left them to prepare an anfwer. 
This extract is much fhorter 
than the original, tho’ much lon- 
get. ren I intended. But they 
paid better attention than before ; 
and I beheve they were very 
much puzzled for fome time t: 
know what reply to make to it ; 
as they withed to put me off, if 
poflible, without afigning the 
| true caufe for it. They went 
alone, and were very fecret in their 
confultations with refpe¢t to an 
anfwer. After deliberating for 
fome time, they fent for me to 
hear Little Otter’s reply. The 
firit part of it was mere repeti tions 
of afew things that were nothing 
to the purpole ; occalioned, as t 
fuppofe, by a reluctance to come 
'to the main point. ‘The priacipal 
ideas contained in it, expreiied in 
fewer words, areas foilows. Broth- 
| the moft of our horfes are 
' wild. Inorder to catch them, 
we have to eztch one of - tame 
ones frit, and then we can draw 
the reft in fo as to fecure them 
too. It feems that you think 
that the Indians are like thefe 
horfes. You contider us to be the 
tameit, and imagine that if you 
egin with us that you will be 
able to draw in the whole. But 
we are all wild, and if you was to 
try ever fo long, you could never 
get us tolivetogether. You can 
go home, or write home to the 
great Fathers who fent you, and 
let them know how itis. Tell 
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them that itis not with their red 
brothers as it is with the white 
people; that you have tried all 
that you could, to have us live to- 
gether, and that you could not 
get us to do it ; andthat if they 
were to try ever fo much, they 
would never be able to do any 
thing with us; and that this is 
the way of their red brothers. 
Brother, your religion is very 
good ; but it is only good for 
white people. It will not do for 
Indians. They are quite a difler- 
ent fort of people. When the 
Great Spirit made white people, 
he made them juft as they be, and 
put them on another ry and 
gave them farms and tools to work 
with ; and he made horfes and 
horned cattle, and fheep and hogs 
for them, fo that they might get 
their living that way. And he 
learned them to read and gave 
them their religion in a book. 
When he made Indians, he made 
them wild, and put them in the 
woods on this ifland, and gave 
tnem the game that they have, fo 
that they might live by hunting. 
So that he did not make us to live 
like the white people. The reli- 
gion, which we uled to have, was 
very much like yours. But we 
found that that would not do for 
us; and we have lately difcovered 
a much better way. We have 
now got fo that fome of us come 
to life again. There, [ftripping 
up his fhirt fleeve] do you fee 
30 black fpot on my arm? Well 
3 put into my arm when I 
lived before, away in the open 
country. Afterwards I came to 
life here on this ground where you 
feeme. If vou had only propof- 
ed to fcheol our children, you 
might have got here and there one 
to attend to you, but we are a- 
fraid of your religion. We find 
that it will not anfwer for us, and 
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therefore we cannot liften to you, 

—You mentioned that you had 
come a2 great ways to feeus. We 

goa great ways, fometimes to fee 
folks, and get news ; but if we 
do not get any news, or make out 
any thing, we don’t mind it, or 
think any thing of it. This is ali 
that your red brothers have to fay 
to you. 

The Interpreter told me, that 
what they meant by the new way, 
was conjuration. 

Little Otter, though faid to be 
clever, is a very fhrewd old man, 
and capable of deceiving if he is 
difpofed for it ; but, from what 
I could difcover, I am of opinion 
that he was in favor of having me 
come there at firft ; and am in- 
clined to believe that in delivering 
thefe fpeeches he fpoke for the 
conjurers, rather than himfelf. It 
was evident, at leaft that he was 
not half fo bitterly oppofed to me. 

At the clofe of this laft fpeech 
I told them that I had nothing 
more to fay, only that I thanked 
them for treating me fo civilly, 
and fhould always with well to 
them—that J was forry to find 
them fo dreadfully deluded, and 
that they would be forever forry 
for it in the world to come.—l 
then fheok hands with the whole 
and left them. ‘The Interpreter 
appeared very forrowful. This 
was Saturday the 15th, and near 
night ; but as we had every thing 
in At eg and the wind fav inte 
ble, we fat out and went feveral 
miles that evening. As the wind 
was fair the next day, and as we 
were on the Lake fhore where we 
were liable to be detained with 
contrary winds for many days, and 
were On expence, and my call 
to be home was very urgent, we 
failed about half of the da ay ; and 
we were fo far favored as to be 
enabled, with hard rowing, to 
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reach home before noon the Tuef- 
day following. We were bleffed 
with good health, though we 
were expofed to wind and wea- 
ther, and were obliged to lie up- 
on the ground almoft every night. 

In purfuance of my original 
plan, to vifit the Indians at Ar- 
borcrofh, I fet fail, the 2d of 
June, with my family, in acon- 
venient fchooner, for this place. 
Our accommodations were good, 
our Capt. all kindnefs and atten- 
tion, and we were gently wafted 
to this place in feven days. The 
Indians are vaftly more nume- 
rous here than at Detroit. I fee 
none here but Ottawas and Chip- 
eways. I believe that the Otta- 
was are much the moft numerous 
juft about here. They are ac- 
counted by both nations to be the 
fathers of the Chipeways. I find, 
as I had been informed, that there 
isa good deal of difference be- 
tween the language of thefe In- 
dians, and thofe of the fame na- 
tions about Detroit. Some words 
feem wholly unlike ; but the dif- 
ference in general appears to be 
in the pronunciation ; which is 
not fo drawling ; but much more 
agreeable to the Englifh pronun- 
ciation. Thefe Indians appear 
much more fprightly, cleanly, in- 
duftrious and agreeable than thofe. 
I have not been able to talk 
with them much yet, for the 
want of an interpreter. FT am 
difappointed with refpec&t to the 
public interpreter, as he is a 
Frenchman and can fpeak fearce 
any Englith. In order to fpeak 
with them by him, it is neceffary 
to have another to interpret 
French. Tam in fome hopes that 
the interpreter at St. Jofeph’s, 
whom I mentioned in one of my 
letters laft winter, will be here 
within a few days, as there is a 
veliel expected in from that place, 


, But if I do not fucceed in getting 
him, I do not know but I amlike 
to make out about as well ; for [ 
have lately feen a young man from 
the main land, who fpeaks good 
Englifh and Indian, and who has 
partly agreed to ferve me for his 
board and fchooling. Such an in- 
terpreter would be of great fervice 
to me in getting the language. 
Indeed it would be next to impof- 
fible for me to get it without an 
interpreter, unlefs I could be all 
the time with the Indians ; and 
even then it wowd be very diffi- 
cult. 

From what I canlearn, I fear that 
it is not much better with the In- 
dians at Arborcrofh, on account of 
drinking and fighting, than it is 
with thofe at the Miami. Hear- 
ing that they were moitly drunk, 
and not having an interpreter, I 
have not vilitedthem yet. Orifit 
had not been for thele difficulties 
Ido not know but I fhould have 
waited for the affiftance of Col. 
Hunt ; as he is now expected ev- 
ery day, to take the command of 
this poft. Knowing that he was 
to be here fo foon, I rather wifh- 
ed not to fee them till he came. 
For it is faid that there are no In- 
dians who pay fo great refpect to 
the commanding officer as what 
thefe do; and he told me he 
would ufe all his influence in my 
favor. With all the forbidding 
circumftances in view, which I 
fee attending my miffion to thefe 
Indians, as I am not to look 
for miracles, I confidered it a 
matter of the utmoft importance 
to avail myfelf of every circum- 
ftance in my favor, at my firft in- 
troduGtion. With all thefe I 
think it is very doubtful whether 
I thall be received by the chiefs. 
There are two circumflances 
again{ft me which I have not men 
‘tioned, One is, that thefe In. 
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éians at Arborcrofl, have for- 
merly had Roman catholic prietts 
with them, to whom they adhered 
as ftri€tly as could have been ex- 
pected. 

Another circum fance not men- 
tioned is, the Indians in general 
have an idea that minifters have a 
power to fend diftempers or fick. 
nefs among people, like their con- 
jurers. And if any mortal dif- 
eafe breaks out among them while 
they are with them they are fup- 
pofed to be the authors of it. 
The Indians, to this day, tell 
that the priefts whom they had 
with them at Arborcrofh, fent 
ficknefs among them. So that 
though they would be more like- 
ly to prefer the Roman Catho- 
lics than us, yet it does not feem 
very likely that they would with 
forcither to come among them. 
But if I cannot prevail on the 
chiefs to receive me, I mean to 
infift hard on their letting me have 
a number of their fons to educate 

cre on the ifland, whilft I am 
Jearning their language; and I 
fhall require them to find them 
food and clothes. 

My prefent determination is, to 
remain about here, till in one 
way or another, I get the lan- 
guage 3 and if I can get a good 
interpreter at a mcderate expenfe, 
be preaching through the fummer 
to all the Indians who will hear 
me. As they are always abfent 
through the winter, I muft try in 
that part of the time to be doin 
fomcthing to help fupport myfelf, 
either by a fchool (which muit be 


abe’ 


{mall) or by fome kind of labor. 
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| religion ameng the Indians will deftroy 
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| Remarks on the foregoing Extrait. 





The reader will perceive from Mr, 
Bacon’s account of the Indians, tha: 
one of the greateft obfacies in the way 
of propagating the gofpel among them 
is the influence of the conjurers. Thefe 
conjarers are the fame as the Powows 
fpoken of in the hifory of the New- 
England Indians which has been pub- 
lifhed in feveral numbers of this Maga. 
zine. ‘They have fenfe enough to te- 
that the introduction of the Chriftian 








their influence and endzager their crof?. 
‘They will therefore exert themfelves 
to the utmoft to prevent Miffionarics 
being received ; and as Mr. Bacon ve- 
ry juftly obferves they are doubtiefs 
the inftruments of Satan in preferving 
idolatry and oppofing the true God. 
But the failure of this firft attempt of 
Mr. B. ought not to difcourage the 
friends to the mifionary caufe ; it fhould 
rather ftimulate them to more vigor- 
ous exertions. The Tndians on the 
Miami from their proximity to the 
white people have more {ree accefs to 
{pirituous liquors and are much more 
eppofed to every thing good than the 
tribes which live more remote. There 
is full reafon to hope that to fome of 
the tribes God wiil give a liftening car, 
and that he will profper the labors of 
miffionarics that may be fent among 
them. It is certainly the duty of 
Chriftians, and it is a duty the obliga- 
tion of which they cannot but feel, 
when they fee to what a deplorable 
fate of fin and wretchednefs the Indi- 
avs are reduced, to make every poilible 
exertion to recover fome of them at 
leat from that flate. They ought al- 
ways to remember the promife that the 
fulnefs of the Gentiles {hall come in ;— 
that the glorious head of the church is 
infinitely fuperior to Satan and all his 
inftruments, and belicving thefe things 
they fhou!d exert themfelves and fub- 
miilively wait God's time to blefs their 
exertions with luccefs. 
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